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About the Cover
In celebration of the new selection of Illinois Reads titles, we have dedicated our winter 
issue’s cover to this event. Shanee Plate, who does the layout/design for IRCJ, designed the 
cover. Thanks Shanee!

					     Roxanne Owens, Editor 
					     Illinois Reading Council Journal

Mission
The mission of the Illinois Reading Council is to provide support and leadership to educators as they 
promote and teach lifelong literacy.

Vision
The Illinois Reading Council advocates quality literacy opportunities for all learners and serves 
as a primary organization that provides educators at all levels access to research, materials, and 
methodologies to promote and teach lifelong literacy and learning. Support of an active, well-
organized system of local and special interest councils and state committees provides a viable network 
for communication, exchange of information, and grassroots involvement of a diverse membership. 
The Illinois Reading Council’s publications, special projects, conferences, and workshops stimulate 
the personal and professional growth of educators.



ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Join the statewide literacy 
initiative!  Six books in each 
age band, birth to adult, with 
fun activities, book clubs, 
author events, and more!  Order 
bookmarks and posters today!
   

Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org

Birth-4
Can You Dance Like a Peacock? 
  by Rekha S. Rajan
Hide-and-Seek 
  by Molly Cranch
Moms Can Do It All! 
  by Ted Maass
Sleepy: Surprising Ways Animals Snooze 
  by Jennifer Ward
Painting the Sky with Love: A Celebration of 
Love and Community 
  by Mary E. Haque
Play Outside with Me 
  by Kat Chen

K-2
Bats Beneath the Bridge 
  by Janet Nolan
Love Grows 
  by Ruth Spiro
Somebody Needs to Do Something About 
That Monster!  
  by Doug Cenko
The Ghost Who Was Afraid of Everything 
  by Nadia Ahmed
The Heartbeat Drum: The Story of Carol 
Powder, Cree Drummer and Activist 
  by Deidre Havrelock
  and illustrated by Aphelandra 
Umami 
  by Jacob Grant

3-5
Cloud Puppy 
  by Kelly Leigh Miller
Detective Sweet Pea: The Case of the 
Golden Bone 
  by Sara Varon
It Belongs to the World: Frederick Banting 
and the Discovery of Insulin 
  by Lisa Katzenberger
Legendarios: Wrath of the Rain God 
  by Karla Arenas Valenti
One Cool Duck #1: King of Cool 
  by Mike Petrik
The Great Lakes: Our Freshwater Treasure 
  by Barb Rosenstock

6-8
Forget-Me-Not Blue 
  by Sharelle Byars Moranville
I Felt Myself Slipping 
  by Ray Nadine
Kareem Between 
  by Shifa Saltagi Safadi
Rare Birds 
  by Jeff Miller
Stage Fright 
  by Wendy Parris
The Labors of Hercules Beal 
  by Gary D. Schmidt

9-12
American Wings: Chicago’s Pioneering Black 
Aviators and the Race for Equality in the Sky 
  by Sherri L. Smith and Elizabeth Wein
Dear Wendy 
  by Ann Zhao
Last On His Feet: Jack Johnson and the Battle 
of the Century 
  by Youssef Daoudi and Adrian Matejka
This Book Won’t Burn 
  by Samira Ahmed
This Night Is Ours 
  by Ronni Davis
We Shall Be Monsters: A Novel 
  by Alyssa Wees

Adult
By Water Beneath the Walls: The Rise of the 
Navy SEALs 
  by Benjamin H. Milligan
Star Wars Dad Jokes: The Best Worst Jokes 
and Puns from a Galaxy Far, Far Away . . . . 
  by Kelly Knox and 
  illustrated by Johnny Sampson
The Best Lies 
  by David Ellis
The Great Divide: A Novel 
  by Cristina Henriquez
The Wheel of the Year: An Illustrated Guide to 
Nature’s Rhythms 
  by Fiona Cook
Woe: A Housecat’s Story of Despair: (A 
Graphic Novel) 
  by Lucy Knisley

SPECIAL TITLE FOR 2025:   A Love Letter to My Library by Lisa Katzenberger



Illinois Reading Council Journal	 Vol. 53, No. 1	 Winter 2024-20252



Illinois Reading Council Journal	 Vol. 53, No. 1	 Winter 2024-202546

The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education
and 

The Illinois Reading Council

The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education (ICARE) and the Illinois Reading Council (IRC) 
invite YOU to design a STATIC STICK DECAL that encourages children to read.

QUALIFICATIONS
 You must be a student in grade 4, 5 or 6 in a school in the state of Illinois.

GUIDELINES
 Make your original design in the 4 inch square on the back of this sheet.
  (Teachers may copy the application form as many times as needed.)
 Invent an original character(s) to include in your design.  You may NOT use any published
  cartoon or comic characters (including characters such as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Super 
  Heroes, Pokémon, etc.) nor any computer-generated art.
 Develop an original saying or slogan.
 You are limited to three colors plus black and white.  The label with Illinois Reading Council and  
  Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education must be on the STATIC STICK DECAL   
  design but it may be moved from the location on the application form.
 Complete the application form on the back of this sheet.  Mail it with your design to:
     Illinois Reading Council
     Attn:  Kathleen Sweeney
     1100 Beech Street
     Building 8, Suite 2
     Normal, IL  61761

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15!

THE STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST WINNER WILL RECEIVE:
 An autographed book by a well-known children’s author.
 An invitation for the winner and his/her parents to be our guests at the Friday Luncheon at the
  annual Illinois Reading Council Conference.  The winner will sit in a place of honor and be 
  introduced during the luncheon.
 30 STATIC STICK DECALS with the winning design to distribute to classmates.

TIPS
 Don’t forget – The work MUST BE ORIGINAL.  You may not use any published trademark,   
  cartoon, comic characters or computer-generated art.
 Keep the art work simple and positive.  Too much detail within the space provided may result 
  in a smeared look when the cling is reproduced.
 Fine line markers, pens and pencils work the best.  Crayon is usually difficult to read.  A white 
  background provides a cleaner design.
 Spelling must be standard and correct.
  

STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST



47Static Stick Decal Contest

The Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education and The Illinois Reading Council

Illinois Reading Council
Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education

Student Name ______________________________________________________________________________

 Grade __________________________________ Age ______________________________________

Teacher’s Name ____________________________________________________________________________

 School ______________________________________________________________________________

 School Address ______________________________________________________________________

 City ___________________________________ Zip  ______________________________________

 School Phone ____________________________     Email  ____________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name _____________________________________________________________________

 Home Address _______________________________________________________________________

 City ___________________________________ Zip ______________________________________

 Home Phone ____________________________     Email  ____________________________________

Mail entries no later than January 15 to:  Illinois Reading Council
       Attn:  Kathleen Sweeney
       1100 Beech Street, Building 8-2
       Normal, IL  61761

APPLICATION
STATIC STICK DECAL CONTEST



Illinois Reading Council Journal	 Vol. 53, No. 1	 Winter 2024-202548

BOOK CHOICE  (Check one, two, or all three books):  

_____HUMANS WHO TEACH           _____ROOTED IN STRENGTH           _____ILLINOIS READS (select grade level below) 

                                                   ____Birth-2nd   ____3rd to 5th   ____6th-8th   ___9th-Adult
REGISTRATION  (Check one):  

IRC Members:             
________BOOK CLUB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   FREE FOR IRC MEMBERS

Non-Members:             
________BOOK CLUB AND IRC MEMBERSHIP . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              $50.00
   (From IRC Membership Form, indicate local council choice ____________________________)       
 
             TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED                          $_____________

To register, return this form with payment by January 15, 2025 to
Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech Street, Building 8, Suite 2, Normal, IL  61761

or register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org  or   fax to 309-454-3512

ONE NAME ON EACH FORM  Please print or type.  Form may be reproduced. 
Name (Last)______________________________________________  (First)_________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________  City_____________________  State______________  Zip_______________
Telephone (          ) __________________________________________  Gmail Address Required ___________________________________________ 
Are you an IRC member? _________Yes  _________No             Membership Number ___________________________________________   

Join educators from all over the state in the online Winter 2025 IRC Book Club!  Choose one, two, or all three books!

Beginning January 19, participants will be reading, reflecting on, and responding in the Humans Who Teach book club, the Rooted 
in Strength book club, and/or the Illinois Reads book club during the seven-weeks of online discussions.   Participants who 
complete all assignments will be eligible to receive 15 PD clock hours for each book club.

For the Humans Who Teach: A Guide for Centering Love, Justice, and Liberation in Schools 
book club, the book was written by Shamri Reid.  This book club will be exploring the complicated 
humanity of those who teach and how within their humanity lies the transformative possibilities 
for cultivating lives and classrooms characterized by love. For the Rooted in Strength: Using 
Translanguaging to Grow Multilingual Readers and Writers book club, the book was written by 
Cecilia M. Espinosa and Laura Ascenzi-Moreno.  This book club will be demonstrating how our 
emergent bilingual students who speak two or more languages in their daily lives thrive when they are 
able to use “translanguaging” to tap the power of their entire linguistic and sociocultural repertoires. For 
the Illinois Reads book club, participants will be selecting books from one of the age bands of the 2025 
Illinois Reads list to prepare lesson plans and activities. For Birth to 2nd Grade, participants will select 
a new book each week for a total of six books; for 3rd to 5th Grade, participants will select three books; 
for 6th to 8th Grade, participants will select two books; and for 9th to 12th Grade or the Adult age band, 
participants will select one book.

Required for participation:
• Gmail address (free at https://mail.google.com/).  The Book Club uses Google Classroom, which does not work with Yahoo, 

AOL, Hotmail, etc.  School gmail accounts may also not work and a personal gmail account will need to be created.
• Texts:  Books can be purchased from the bookseller of your choice.

Register by January 15, 2025, to participate in the book club.  Registration is FREE for IRC Members.  The cost for non-members 
is $50, which includes IRC membership for one year.   PLEASE NOTE:  The cost of book is not included.

 Check  (payable to IRC)

METHOD OF PAYMENT
($2 service charge is added if paying by CC!)

Visa
Credit Card 
Expiration Date

Mo.    Yr.

Cardholder’s Name______________________________  Address of Cardholder___________________________________________

 Mastercard  Discover  American Express  CVV Code ___________________



49IRC Webinar Series

IRC will be offering the Webinar Series for members only in 2024-2025.  All webinars will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Members who watch the live or 
recorded webinars can earn professional development clock hours.  Mark your calendars and register to take part in this convenient, free IRC 
membership benefit.  Members will receive monthly emails with links to register.  Nonmembers can join online and email for the registration link. 

February 5, 2025 ~ Elfrieda H. Hiebert
Applying the Science of Reading in Vocabulary to Build 
Comprehension and Engagement

In this presentation, Freddy will share valuable 
insights from recent scholarly research, highlighting 
how vocabulary instruction can effectively support 
students in three key areas: expanding their word 
knowledge, enhancing their ability to comprehend 
complex texts, and facilitating the construction 
of knowledge from these texts. Freddy will delve 
into the research that shows how students can 
have strategies and enthusiasm for deciphering the 
meanings of unfamiliar words within complex texts.

March 5, 2025 ~ Chase Young
Developing Fluent Readers

Embark on a journey to develop confident readers 
in this immersive session. Learn and practice 
strategies to boost reading fluency, from pacing to 
expression. Discover effective ways to overcome 
obstacles and personalize instruction for every 
learner. Leave equipped to empower students with 
the fluency skills they need to thrive academically 
and beyond.

April 2, 2025 ~ St. Clair Detrick-Jules
Empowerment Through Storytelling 

St. Clair Detrick-Jules will share her journey to 
becoming an author, photojournalist, and public 
speaker. She’ll touch on her writing process, 
finding subjects to include in her work, and creating 
spaces for people to share their stories. Themes 
will include representation of marginalized groups 
in media, cultivating community empowerment, 
and narrative storytelling as a vehicle of self-
empowerment and social change.

May 7, 2025 ~ Guilaine Kinouani   
African Conceptualizations of Trauma

Group analysis has much to contribute to our 
understanding of ourselves and the world. It 
requires us to be deliberate, effortful and reflective; 
so we may start to see forms of violence which 
often go unnoticed and within been which we are 
all implicated. In this talk, we will do just that 
as we explore the importance of witnessing and 
storytelling for the survival of black groups across 
the globe. Trauma constitutes a form of (a)temporal 

and (a)spatial bodily archives which ensures that the memory of the suffering of 
those who came before us is kept alive across timespace and geopolitical boundaries.
  

June 4, 2025 ~ Rachel Lesinski-Roscoe
Students Should OWN It! Fostering Secondary Students’ 
Ability to Independently Navigate Complex Texts

Our goal is always for students to be able to 
navigate this world independently by applying 
what they learn from us. We can support that goal 
by not only teaching students how to use strategies, 
but how to independently transfer those strategies 
to new and unfamiliar texts. Join us in learning how 
to foster students’ independence when working 
with complex text.

September 4, 2024 ~ Peter H. Johnston
Classroom Talk and Literacy Learning

The ways in which we talk with students and arrange 
for them to talk with each other have substantial 
effects on their literacy learning. This webinar 
examines the relationships among classroom talk, 
student engagement, and individual and collective 
student development. It shows how the classroom 
choices we make, particularly our language choices, 
influence the qualities of the classroom learning 
community along with students’ literate, social and 
emotional development.

  

October 2, 2024 ~ Priten Shah
AI in the Literacy Classroom: Friend or Foe?

Is Artificial Intelligence a revolutionary tool for 
literacy instruction or a threat to traditional teaching 
methods? This webinar explores the dilemma of AI 
in education. We’ll examine how AI can enhance 
learning and save time and discuss concerns about 
over-reliance on technology and potential biases. Join 
us to critically assess AI’s role in shaping the future 
of literacy education and decide: Is AI a valuable ally 
or a challenging adversary in our classrooms?

November 6, 2024 ~ Jan Hasbrouck
Understanding, Assessing, and Teaching Our Students 
with Dyslexia

Dyslexia is a disorder with emotional, behavioral, and 
social impacts. Our understanding has deepened with 
new technologies being used by researchers to study 
the complex brain functions involved in reading and 
writing. While the IDA has developed a definition of 
dyslexia based on a convergence of reading science, 
there still is not universal agreement on how to 
define it. A number of myths and misunderstandings 
continue to persist regarding this neurobiological 
disorder which must be addressed and dispelled.

December 4, 2024 ~ Kelly B. Cartwright
Why Don’t My Best (Word) Readers Comprehend Text?   
Reading Science to Support Self-Regulated Comprehension

Some students seem to have the necessary skills they 
need to be good readers, yet still struggle with putting 
all of these things together in order to comprehend 
texts.  In this session, we will look beyond these 
familiar skills to explore essential thinking skills, 
called executive skills, that support successful word 
reading and reading comprehension. Executive skills 
are self-regulatory skills that help students manage 
their thoughts, emotions, actions, and involve things 
like working memory, self-control, and mental flexibility.  

January 8, 2025 ~ Becky Anderson
Discovering the 2025 Illinois Reads Books

Join Becky Anderson as she presents the Illinois 
Reads books for 2025.  Learn more about the Illinois 
Reads statewide literacy initiative that promotes 
reading for all Illinois citizens.  Six books in six age 
bands from Birth to Adult will be shared.  A variety of 
book topics and themes are chosen for each age band, 
highlighting the work of Illinois Authors.

To register, sign into your IRC Membership Account at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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51Illinois Reading Council 56th Annual Conference

ONE NAME ON EACH FORM  Please print or type.  Form may be reproduced. 

Name (Last)________________________________________  (First)____________________________________________________

School/Business_____________________________________  City_____________________________________________________

Home Address_______________________________________  City____________________  State____________  Zip____________

Telephone (          )_____________–_____________  Email (Confirmations sent by email)_________________________________________ 

Position/Grade Level?  ______________________      Illinois  Educator Information Number (IEIN) _______________________

Special	Accommodations	 –	 Individuals	who	 need	 special	 accommodations	must	make	 specific	 requests	 in	writing	 to	 the	 IRC	 office	 at	 least	 three	weeks	 prior	 to	 the	 conference.		
Cancellation/Refund Policy – Requests must be made in writing by February 1, 2025.   Please see the complete policy under General Conference Information or at the IRC Website. 
Unless	notified	in	writing,	this	registration	constitutes	an	agreement	that	the	registrant’s	image,	likeness,	and	appearance	can	be	used	in	photographs	of	such	events	and	activities.				

RETURN REGISTRATION FORM WITH PAYMENT TO:  
Illinois Reading Council, 1100 Beech Street, Bldg 8-2, Normal, IL  61761
Or fax to:  (309) 454-3512   Or online at:  www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org

2025 IRC Conference Registration Form for March 13 – 14, 2025  in Springfield, IL

REGISTRATION (check one) includes sessions on Thursday and Friday.                 On or Before February 5, 2025     After February 5, 2025

Registration for IRC Member  (Membership Number:  ________________________)
____Current IRC Member for the Full Conference   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $260         $285
____Retiree (Member)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60     $85 
____Preservice Teacher with Student ID (Member)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60     $85
____Current IRC Member for One Day Only (Circle Choice: Thursday   or   Friday)   . . . . . .  $200    $225
Registration for Non-Member  (Includes one-year of IRC Membership. Select your local council:  ________________________)
____Non-Member for the Full Conference   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $310         $335
____Retiree (Non-Member)   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $110    $135 
____Preservice Teacher with Student ID (Non-Member)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $110     $135
____Non-Member for One Day Only (Circle Choice: Thursday   or   Friday)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $250    $275
OPTIONAL MEALS AND EVENTS   Check choice of menu and include payment with registration.
____Wednesday Welcome Reception with Darius Phelps (Wyndham Ballroom) . . . . FREE    FREE
  

____Thursday Breakfast with Dan Santat (PAL Hotel Ballroom)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30     $35
  _____Scrambled Eggs & Sausage      _____Scrambled Eggs & Vegetarian Patty 
____Thursday Luncheon with Laurie Halse Anderson (Wyndham Ballroom) . . . . . .  $40     $45
  _____Turkey & Swiss on a Pretzel Bun _____Grilled Vegetable Napoleon 
____Thursday Luncheon with Liz Kleinrock (PAL Hotel Ballroom) . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40     $45
  _____Chicken Francesca with Capresa  _____Pasta Primavera with Veggies   
____Thursday Boxed Lunch (Lunch	Sessions	in	Bank	of	Springfield	Center)		. . . . .  $25     $30
  _____Ham Croissant    _____Grilled Vegetable Spinach Wrap   _____Chicken Caesar Salad      
____Thursday Banquet with Alicia D. Williams (PAL Hotel Ballroom)  . . . . . . . . . . .  $45     $50
  _____Brisket with Bourbon BBQ Sauce  _____Cauliflower & Other Veggies Steak
____Friday Breakfast with Darcie Little Badger (PAL Hotel Ballroom)  . . . . . . . . . . .  $30     $35
  _____French Toast, Eggs, & Bacon     _____French Toast, Eggs, & Vegetarian Patty 
____Friday Luncheon with Duncan Tonatiuh (Wyndham Ballroom)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40     $45
  _____BBQ Pulled Pork with Steak Fries _____Portabella Ravioli  
____Friday Luncheon with Ernest Morrell (PAL Hotel Ballroom) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $40     $45
  _____Rost Beef with Rosemary Au Jus _____Vegetable Stir Fry  
____Friday Boxed Lunch (Lunch	Sessions	in	Bank	of	Springfield	Center)		.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.  $25     $30
  _____Turkey Croissant    _____Grilled Vegetable Flour Wrap   _____Chicken Caesar Salad    
____Friday Pizza Party for New and Preservice Teachers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE    FREE
                                                              TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED            $_____________          $_____________

 Check  (payable to IRC)

METHOD OF PAYMENT
 (No P.O.’s accepted and $5 fee if pay by CC!)

Visa
Credit Card 
Expiration Date

Mo.    Yr.

Cardholder’s Name______________________________  Address of Cardholder___________________________________________
 Mastercard  Discover  American Express  CVV Code ___________________



81Calls for Contributions

Calls for Contributions for Future Issues 
of the Illinois Reading Council Journal

The Illinois Reading Council Journal seeks man-
uscripts dealing with topics, issues, and events of 
interest to educators involved in literacy programs 
at all levels of education.

About The Review Process
The complete review process takes approxi-
mately 10 to 16 weeks. Upon receipt of a 
manuscript, an initial review will be conducted 
and feedback sent to the author. Manuscripts 
accepted for peer review will be evaluated by at 
least two reviewers who are uninformed as to 
the identity of the author. The editor will com-
pile notes from the reviewers and send feedback 
to the author, including whether the article has 
been accepted for publication and any requests 
for revision. Manuscripts are evaluated in terms 
of interest, quality of writing, appropriate docu-
mentation of ideas, uniqueness, and needs of the 
journal. Research articles should include a clear 
description of the methodology and should be 
written in a style that will be readable by class-
room teachers. The final decision for acceptance 
of manuscripts resides with the editor. Please 
review articles in the journal before submitting 
manuscripts for consideration. Any questions 
about the submission process should be directed 
to Roxanne Owens, IRCJ Editor, by e-mail at 
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

Short Submissions
For each issue, short items such as original poems, 
cartoons, artwork, or personal anecdotes may 
appear throughout the journal. Such submissions 
should be one-half page to one page in length, 
double-spaced, and word-processed. Front and 
back cover art is also accepted. The editor selects 
these items.

If you have questions about the submission 
process, please e-mail Roxanne Owens, IRCJ 
Editor, at IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org.

IRCJ Submission Guidelines
Article submissions should be eight to 25 double-spaced 
pages, including references. Please prepare and submit your 
manuscript consistent with the following guidelines.

Manuscript Submission Guidelines
NEW! You can now submit your article online at http://
illinoisreadingcouncil.org/ircjournalsubmission.html:

•	 Anonymize the Manuscript Text: Remove any names or ref-
erences to the author(s)and affiliated institutions (clearly 
marked placeholders may be employed, e.g., [Author 
Name]; [Name of Institution]).

•	 Text Formatting: In general, apply APA style guidelines 
(7th ed.) to your text (e.g., Times New Roman 12 point or 
a similar serif font, double spaced, 1-inch margins, etc.).

•	 File Type: Save the manuscript as a MS Word document 
.doc or docx. (MS Word is used to provide in-text com-
ments and revisions, so please do not submit pdf., .pages 
or .rtf.)

•	 File Name: This should conform to the following format: 
article v1_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy 

	 Example: article v1_Reading is essential_5-10-20

•	 Download the cover letter template from the submission 
webpage and fill it out. 

•	 Rename the cover letter file name as follows:  
cover_{title of article}_mm-dd-yy 

•	 Example: cover_Reading is essential_5-10-20

Additional questions can be sent to 

IRCJournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
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