


IRC Board of Directors Meetings
2024-2025

July 11, 2024
Board of Directors Meeting

at the 2024 IRC Leadership Retreat

September 7, 2024
Board of Directors Meeting

Held online using the IRC Zoom Service

November 2, 2024
Board of Directors Meeting

Held online using the IRC Zoom Service

January 25, 2025
Board of Directors Meeting

Held online using the IRC Zoom Service

March 14, 2025
Membership Meeting

Springfield, IL (at the 2025 IRC Conference)

April 12, 2025
Board of Directors Meeting

ISU Alumni Center, 1101 N Main St, Normal, Illinois

IRC Leadership
July 11, 2024

ISU Alumni Center, 1101 N Main St, Normal, Illinois



2024-2025 
Illinois Reading Council 

EIN:  23-7026824 
Address 

1100 Beech Street, Building 8, Suite 2 
Normal, IL 61761 

 
Phone        Fax 
309-454-1341       309-454-3512 
 
Email        Website 
irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org    www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 

 
 
 
President 
Melissa Stinnett 
H 309-270-3736 
Email m-stinnett@wiu.edu 
president@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
President-Elect 
Cindi Koudelka 
H 815-257-3605 
Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
presidentelect@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Vice President 
Deb Augsburger 
H 630-234-2565 
B 8158365883 
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
vicepresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Past President 
Julie Hoffman 
H 815-878-6186 
Email thereadeologist@gmail.com 
pastpresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 

 
 
Recording Secretary 
Melissa Wheeler   (Term 2020-2026) 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
recordingsecretary@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
Diana Wilkie      (Term 2023-2025) 
H 630-615-1904 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
treasurer@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Director of Membership 
Donna Herman  (Term 2022-2026) 
C 708-606-9467 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
ILA State Coordinator 
Amy Davis    (Term 2023-2025) 
H 316-680-5629 
Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
ilastatecoordinator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

IRC Executive Committee 



 
 
Budget, Finance, and Strategic Plan Committee 
Melissa Stinnett 
H 309-270-3736 
Email m-stinnett@wiu.edu 
president@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures Committee 
Deb Augsburger 
H 630-234-2565 
B 8158365883 
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
bylawscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
Julie Hoffman 
H 815-878-6186 
Email thereadeologist@gmail.com 
bylawscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
 
 

Conference Committee 
Cindi Koudelka  
H 815-257-3605 
Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
presidentelect@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
 
 

District PD Committee 
Julie Hoffman 
H 815-878-6186 
Email thereadeologist@gmail.com 
pastpresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Membership Committee 
Donna Herman 
C 708-606-9467 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Nominating Committee 
Julie Hoffman 
H 815-878-6186 
Email thereadeologist@gmail.com 
pastpresident@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Organization/Council Bylaws Committee 
Amy Davis 
H 316-680-5629 
Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
ilastatecoordinator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Personnel and Grievance Committee 
Melissa Stinnett 
H 309-270-3736 
Email m-stinnett@wiu.edu 
president@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 

 

IRC Standing Committee Chairs 



 
 
 
 
 
Advocacy Committee 
Jennifer Martin  (Term 2024-2027) 
H 313-779-7138 
Email doctorjenmartin@gmail.com 
advocacy@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Book Club Committee 
Stephanie Benson  (Term 2023-2026) 
H 815-245-6560 
Email stephbenson7896@gmail.com 
ircbookclub@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Educational Media Committee 
Sheila Ruh        (Term 2013-2026) 
H 708-717-9865 
Email sheilaruh@gmail.com 
educationalmedia@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Family Literacy Committee 
Barbara Ashton       (Term 2016-2025) 
H 630-668-2476 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
familyliteracy@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
ILA Exemplary Reading Program Award 
Diana Wilkie   (Term 2022-2025) 
H 630-615-1904 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
exemplaryreading@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Illinois Reads Committee 
Sherry Sejnost   (Term 2023-2026) 
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
illinoisreads@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
International Projects Committee 
Carol Owles       (Term 2011-2025) 
C 309-825-3690 
Email carolowles@frontier.com 
internationalprojects@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Jerry Johns Reading Educator of the Year Committee 
Melissa Wheeler   (Term 2021-2027) 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
readingeducatoroftheyear@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Literacy Support Grant Committee 
Teresa Burdin   (Term 2024-2027) 
H 618-241-9554 
B 618-533-7130 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
literacysupportgrant@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Obama Literacy Fund Committee 
Jena Kent   (Term 2024-2027) 
H 217-840-7016 
Email jrose@sps186.org 
obamaliteracyfund@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Prairie State Award Committee 
Cindy Wilson   (Term 2016-2025) 
H 217-638-0815 
Email cindy5573@gmail.com 
prairiestateaward@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Professional Learning and Development Committee 
Laura Beltchenko  (Term 2021-2027) 
H 847-815-8639 
Email lbeltchenko@gmail.com 
pd@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Publicity and Publications Committee 
Sherry Sejnost   (Term 2016-2025) 
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
publicationscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 

IRC Special Committee Chairs 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Editor of IRC Communicator 
Marjorie Henseler       (Term 2018-2027) 
H 309-721-5772 
Email marjoriest@aol.com 
irccommunicator@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Editor of IRC Journal 
Roxanne Owens       (Term 2018-2026) 
B 773-325-4329 
H 773-255-0610 
Email rowens@depaul.edu 
ircjournal@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
ISBE Liaison 
Kimberly Johnson  
H 217-524-4832 
Email kjohnson@isbe.net 
 
 
AISLE Liaison 
Leslie Forsman 
C 217-473-4792 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
 
Rebecca Caudill Representative 
Ruth Gheysen 
H 847-533-1838 
Email ruthiegh@live.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Executive Director 
Carrie Sheridan 
1100 Beech Street, Building 8, Suite 2  
Normal IL  61761 
B 309-454-1341 
Email carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Public Relations Coordinator 
Karen Kortkamp 
1100 Beech Street, Building 8, Suite 2  
Normal IL  61761 
B 309-454-1341 
Email karen@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Editors 
 

Staff 

 

Representatives 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 1   
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Northwestern Illinois Reading Council 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
 
 
 
Region 2  
Chicago Area Reading Association (CARA) 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
 
 
 
Region 3   
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Prairie Area Reading Council   
West Suburban Reading Council  
 
 
 
Region 4  
Black Hawk Reading Council 
Illinois Valley Reading Council  
Mississippi Valley Reading Council  
Western Illinois Reading Council 
 
 
 
Region 5  
South Suburban Reading Council 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Will County Reading Council 
 
 
 
Region 6 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Macon County Reading Council 
MID-State Reading Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Director: Alaina Weatherford     (Term 2019-2025) 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
region1@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
Director: Becky McTague              (Term 2021-2027) 
H 847-269-2088    
Email bmctague@roosevelt.edu 
region2@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Director: Sherry Sejnost   (Term 2022-2025) 
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
region3@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Director: Lynn Keck  (Term 2022-2025) 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
region4@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
Director: Pat Braun               (Term 2020-2026) 
C 708-370-2904  H 217-679-5756 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
region5@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Director: Katie Russell     (Term 2022-2025)  
H 618-967-2334 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
region6@illinoisreadingcouncil.org  
 

 

                           Regions of the Illinois Reading Council 



 
 

 
 
Region 7 
East Central-EIU Reading Council  
Illini Reading Council 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
 
 
 
 
Region 8 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
National Road Reading Council 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 9 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 10 
College Instructors of Reading Professionals 
(CIRP) 
Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education 
(ICARE) 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Director: Melissa Wheeler       (Term 2018-2027) 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
region7@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
Director: Amy Hewing       (Term 2020-2026) 
C 217-663-3238  B  217-540-1400 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
region8@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
Director: Teresa Burdin        (Term 2021-2027) 
H 618-241-9554   B 618-533-7130 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
region9@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
Director: Camille Lutz       (Term 2020-2026) 
C 815-245-5369 
Email clutz@d211.org 
region10@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
 

                           Regions of the Illinois Reading Council 



Special Interest Councils 
College Instructors of Reading Professionals (CIRP) 

Illinois Council for Affective Reading Education (ICARE)  

Secondary Reading League (SRL) 

Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 

Evanston 

Prairie Area (Naperville) 
West Suburban (Elmhurst) 

Chicago Area (CARA) (Chicago) 

South Suburban (Tinley Park) 

For more information, go to www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org! 



Illinois Reading Council 
Local and Special Interest Councils 

 
Council Name IRC Number IRS Number 
Illinois Reading Council   23-7026824 
  
Local Councils 
Black Hawk Reading Council 0301 23-7344539 
Central Illinois Reading Council 0401 23-7068154 
Chicago Area Reading Association (CARA) 0201 36-6134972 
East Central-EIU Reading Council 0503 37-6061737 
Fox Valley Reading Council 0101 23-7091761 
Illini Reading Council 0501 23-7057794 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 0402 23-7008981 
Lake Area Reading Council 0207 36-4210876 
Lewis and Clark Reading Council 0602 37-6053589 
Macon County Reading Council 0504 23-7015511 
MID-State Reading Council 0403 37-6053590 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 0603 23-7289575 
National Road Reading Council 0506 37-1283791 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 0102 36-6134970 
Northwestern Illinois Reading Council 0103 36-6134969 
Prairie Area Reading Council 0105 36-3806754 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 0303 23-7660172 
South Eastern Reading Council 0606 26-0050190 
South Suburban Reading Council 0203 23-7253406 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 0604 37-6053591 
Starved Rock Reading Council 0304 23-7261170 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 0204 23-7261171 
Two Rivers Reading Council 0205 23-7253407 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 0505 37-1028485 
West Suburban Reading Council 0104 37-6053592 
Western Illinois Reading Council 0305 37-6053593 
Will County Reading Council 0206 36-6134980 
 
     Special Interest Councils 
 
College Instructors of Reading  
Professionals  (CIRP) 0701 23-7358469 
 
Illinois Council for Affective  
Reading Education  (ICARE) 0705 36-3565361 
 
Secondary Reading League  (SRL) 0202 23-7022415 
 



Black Hawk 
EIN:  23-7344539 
 
 
President 
Michael Carton 
H 309-721-4810 
Email mcarton@emsd37.org 
blackhawk@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Secretary 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
Julie Hansen 
H 309-292-1266 
B 309-793-5995 
Email jpezhansen@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Membership 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Region 4 Director 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 

Central Illinois 
EIN:  23-7068154 
 
 
President 
Andrea Trexler 
H 217-679-1262 
C 217-741-7912 
Email ajstayton@gmail.com 
circ@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Jennifer Butcher 
H 217-491-0489 
Email jennycarter84@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Danica Luttrell 
H 217-737-1175 
Email dluttrell@rochester3a.net 
 
 
Treasurer 
Terri Colyer 
C 217-414-4071 
Email mustangmom13@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership  
Molly Burns 
H 217-622-6127  
Email molly.e.burns@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Region 6 Director 
Katie Russell 
H 618-967-2334 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
 



Chicago Area (CARA) 
EIN:  36-6134972 
 
 
President 
Miyoshi Brown 
H 773-386-1378 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
cara@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Vice President 
LaVerne Wright 
C 773-469-2221 
Email lecoke@cps.edu 
 
 
 
Secretary 
Derrick Kimbrough 
H 708-261-2276 
Email dkimbrough@cps.edu 
 
 
 
Co-Treasurer 
Nick Giacobbe 
H 847-912-6822 
Email nsgiacobbe@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Co-Treasurer 
Barbara Kent 
C 847-341-3074 
Email barbarakent27@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Membership and Region 2 Director 
Becky McTague 
C 847-269-2088 
Email bmctague@roosevelt.edu 
 

East Central-EIU 
EIN:  37-6061737 
 
 
President 
Melissa Wheeler 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
eastcentral-eiu@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
President-Elect 
Denise Reid 
H 217-549-3633 
Email dereid@eiu.edu 
 
 
Vice President 
Ali Trizzle 
H 254-258-0831 
Email trizzlea@charleston.k12.il.us 
 
 
Secretary 
Linsay Swigart 
C 813-767-7078 
Email linsayswigart@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Amy Davis 
C 316-680-5629 
Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
 
 
Membership 
Ali Trizzle 
H 254-258-0831 
Email trizzlea@charleston.k12.il.us 
 
 
 
Region 7 Director 
Melissa Wheeler 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
 



Fox Valley 
EIN:  23-7091761 
 
 

President 
Camille Lutz 
C 815-245-5369 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
foxvalley@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
illinoisfvrc@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Katina Kastrantas 
H 630-915-7394 
Email kkastran@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Diana Wilkie 
H 630-615-1904 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
 
 
Membership  
Kristen Walsh 
H 630-464-1218 
Email kwalsh@sd308.org 
 
 
Past President 
Dawn Lutz 
C 630-338-5966 
Email bradybunch4904@hotmail.com 
 
 
Social Media 
Ashley Falkos 
H 630-636-8637 
Email afalkos@geneva304.org 
 
 
 
Region 3 Director 
Sherry Sejnost  
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
 

Illini  
EIN:  23-7057794 
 
 
President 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
H 217-840-5322 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
illini@illinoisreadingcouncil.org  
 
 
Secretary 
Pat Brown 
C 217-751-2128 
Email pat.brown42@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Mary K Thompson 
H 217-328-1937 
Email mkaythompson@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership 
Barbara Ragheb 
C 217-377-6357 
Email baragheb@gmail.com 
 
 
Past President 
Jaclyn Turner 
H 618-406-9606 
Email jaclynturner407@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Region 7 Director 
Melissa Wheeler 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
 



Illinois Valley 
EIN:  23-7008981 
 
 
President 
Kelli Ballard 
H 309-339-9592 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
illinoisvalley@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice Presiden 
Cindy Dollman 
H 309-251-0331 
Email cindy.dollman@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Sonya Pacey 
H 309-340-5547 
Email sonyapacey@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Ethan Lynn 
H 513-328-2281 
Email ethan.lynn@readinghorizons.com 
 
 
Membership 
Kelli Ballard 
H 309-339-9592 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 
 
Past President 
Regetta Wharram 
H 309-263-7330 
Email mr.wharram@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 4 Director 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
 

Lake Area 
EIN:  36-4210876 
 
 
President 
Stacie Noisey 
H 847-264-0871 
B 847-973-3406 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
larc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Brian Hefferan 
H 847-714-5916 
Email hefferanbrian@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Beth Hassinger 
H 847-772-6785 
Email EIS06@hotmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Monica Barc 
Email monica.barc33@gmail.com 
 
 
Co-Membership 
Jennifer Lippert 
H 847-525-2398 
Email jennifer.lippert@lz95.org 
 
 
Co-Membership 
Erin Metaxas 
H 773-932-3746 
Email emetaxas73@gmail.com 
 
 
Board Officer 
Lorie Zeiger 
C 224-628-3228 
Email loriez@comcast.net 
 
 
Region 2 Director 
Becky McTague 
C 847-269-2088 
Email bmctague@roosevelt.edu 



Lewis and Clark 
EIN:  37-6053589 
 
 
President 
Andy Mayer 
H 618-978-7460 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
lewisandclark@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Stephanie Yearian 
H 618-558-4056 
Email deerstef@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Lyndi Davis 
H 618-541-9130 
Email ldavis@wcusd5.net 
 
 
Treasurer 
Cheryl Walker 
H 618-282-3648 
Email cawalker@htc.net 
 
 
Membership 
Eleni Gerontes 
H 618-420-0417 
Email egerontes@wcusd5.net 
 
 
 
Region 8 Director 
Amy Hewing 
H 217-663-3238 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 

Macon County 
EIN:  23-7015511 
 
 
President 
Cara Burkhart 
H 309-368-5690 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
maconcounty@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Holly Steiling 
H 217-972-1846 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
 
Secretary 
Holly Steiling 
H 217-972-1846 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
 
Treasurer 
Cara Burkhart 
H 309-368-5690 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
 
 
Membership 
Holly Steiling 
H 217-972-1846 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
 
 
Region 6 Director 
Katie Russell 
H 618-967-2334 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
 



MID-State 
EIN:  37-6053590 
 
 
President 
Elana Heinonen 
H 443-326-2297   
Email heinonene@district87.org 
mid-state@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Christa Hoder 
H 309-531-0981 
Email hoderc@unit5.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Gail McDermott 
H 309-287-8728 
Email gsmac03@yahoo.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Carol Owles 
H 309-376-7031 
C 309-825-3690 
Email carolowles@frontier.com 
 
 
Membership  
Claire Michaels 
H 309-838-9158 
Email michaelsc@district87.org 
 
 
 
Region 6 Director 
Katie Russell 
H 618-967-2334 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
 

Mississippi Valley 
EIN:  23-7289575 
 
President 
Leslie Forsman 
C 217-473-4792 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
mississippivalley@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
Leslie Forsman 
C 217-473-4792 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Membership  
Leslie Forsman 
C 217-473-4792 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Region 4 Director 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 



National Road 
EIN:  37-1283791 
 
 
President 
Amy Hewing 
H 217-663-3238 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
nationalroad@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Denice Tarin 
H 217-690-5852 
Email denicetarin@yahoo.com 
 
 
Membership  
Amy Hewing 
H 217-663-3238 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 8 Director 
Amy Hewing 
H 217-663-3238 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 

Northern Illinois 
EIN:  36-6134970 
 
 
President 
Dr. Jacqueline J. Cleven 
H 815-751-0895 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
nirc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Jessica Tadie Johnson 
H 815-876-6202 
Email jesjohnson@syc427.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Whitney Wheeler 
H 815-762-2582 
Email wwheeler@syc427.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Julie Foss 
H 815-213-1497 
Email jfoss68@yahoo.com 
 
 
Membership  
Jaclyn Royalty 
H 630-632-2620 
Email jroyalty@gkschools.org 
 
 
 
Region 1 Director 
Alaina Weatherford 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
 
 
 



Northwestern Illinois 
EIN:  36-6134969 

Council is inactive at this time. 

Region 1 Director 
Alaina Weatherford 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 

Prairie Area
EIN:  36-3806754 

Co-President 
Sheila Ruh 
H 708-717-9865 
Email sheilaruh@gmail.com 
parc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

Co-President and Region 3 Director 
Sherry Sejnost  
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 

Vice President  
Helen Dukhan 
H 773-206-9298 
Email dukhanh@d83.org 

Secretary 
Melissa Love 
H 630-865-6728 
Email malove85@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Roberta Sejnost 
H 630-546-1987 
Email rsejnost@comcast.net 

Membership  
Ann Peters 
H 630-903-8487 
Email ann807098@gmail.com 



Sauk Valley 
EIN:  23-7660172 
 
 
President 
Kimberly Bork 
H 815-677-0650 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
saukvalley@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Lonnie Chattic 
H 815-499-1895 
Email lchattic@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Kimberly Bork 
H 815-677-0650 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
 
Membership  
Lonnie Chattic 
H 815-499-1895 
Email lchattic@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 1 Director 
Alaina Weatherford 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
  

South Eastern 
EIN:  26-0050190 
 
 
President 
Tambree Krouse 
H 618-445-7662 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
southeastern@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Treasurer 
Tambree Krouse 
H 618-445-7662 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Membership  
Tambree Krouse 
H 618-445-7662 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 9 Director 
Teresa Burdin 
H 618-241-9554 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 



South Suburban 
EIN:  23-7253406 
 
 
President 
Terri Campos 
H 708-261-2255   
Email moo915@aol.com 
southsuburban@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Alicia Smith 
H 708-466-6917 
Email aliciasmith81616@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership 
Terri Campos 
H 708-261-2255   
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
 
Region 5 Director 
Pat Braun 
C 708-370-2904  H 217-679-5756 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
 

Southern Illinois 
EIN:  37-6053591 
 
 
President 
Teresa Burdin 
H 618-241-9554 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
sirc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Pamela Turner 
H 618-697-9298 
Email pamelarichteacher@yahoo.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Katie Russell 
H 618-967-2334 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Jessica Carsrud 
H 618-889-9751 
Email jcars01@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership 
Gabriel Herbst 
H 618-318-0985 
Email gherbst210@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 9 Director 
Teresa Burdin 
H 618-241-9554 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 



Starved Rock 
EIN:  23-7261170 
 
 
President 
Alaina Weatherford 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
starvedrock@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Jodie Landers 
H 815-326-0861 
Email: jlanders@rutlandgs.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Erin Hanley 
H 815-236-4014 
Email: ehanley@ottawahigh.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Stephanie Benson 
H 815-245-6560 
Email stephbenson7896@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership  
Sandy Austin 
H 815-673-2430 
Email saustin.usa@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 1 Director 
Alaina Weatherford 
H 217-491-1780 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
 

Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
EIN:  23-7261171 
 
 
President 
Buffy Stauffer 
H 847-710-1689 
B 847-234-9405 
Email buffystauffer1@gmail.com 
Scira123@gmail.com 
scira@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Debbie Shefren 
H 847-679-8598   
C 847-644-9256        
Email drshefren@hotmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Gena Lewis 
H 847-372-8124      
B 630-293-6040 
Email genalewis1971@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership 
Natalie Biancalana 
Email dreamcatcher_15@yahoo.com 
 
 
Region 2 Director 
Becky McTague 
C 847-269-2088 
Email bmctague@roosevelt.edu 
 



Two Rivers 
EIN:  23-7253407 
 
 
President 
Sherri Silva 
H 619-244-1247 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
tworivers@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Sherri Silva 
H 619-244-1247 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
 
Membership  
Sherri Silva 
H 619-244-1247 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
 
 
Region 5 Director 
Pat Braun 
C 708-370-2904  H 217-679-5756 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
 
 

Vermilion Valley 
EIN:  37-1028485 
 
 
President 
Lynette Evans 
H 217-446-6428 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
vermilionvalley@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Derrice Hightower 
H 217-497-3852 
Email ricehi@hotmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Annie Robertson 
H 217-442-9668 
Email nana0708@att.net 
 
 
Treasurer 
Annie Robertson 
H 217-442-9668 
Email nana0708@att.net 
 
 
Membership  
Lynette Evans 
H 217-446-6428 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 7 Director 
Melissa Wheeler 
H 217-218-4559 
Email Melissa.Wheeler@gmail.com 
 



West Suburban 
EIN:  37-6053592 
 
 
President 
Kari Pawl 
H 847-548-7866 
C 847-867-0786 
Email kari@pawl.com 
westsuburban@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice-President 
Barbara Ashton 
H 630-668-2476 
C 630-363-5052 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Secretary 
Lauren Wellen 
H 312-758-5758 
Email lauren.wellen@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Marlene Panebianco  
H 708-431-8115 
Email marlene117@att.net 
 
 
Membership  
Kari Harris 
H 847-767-6781 
Email kariteam4@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 3 Director 
Sherry Sejnost  
H 630-546-1917 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
 

Western Illinois 
EIN:  37-6053593 
 
 
President 
Jennifer Young 
H 309-333-6739  
Email jthiyoung@gmail.com 
wirc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
President-Elect 
Allyson Vaynerman 
H 309-368-1613 
Email avaynerman@galesburg205.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Marneka Hayes 
H 708-663-1462 
Email marnekachayes@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Secretary 
Kelly Sturgis 
H 309-335-1413 
Email ksturgis80@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Anita Lovell 
H 309-333-9178  
Email alovell@galesburg205.org 
 
 
Membership  
Ashley Shinn 
H 309-335-3726  
Email ashinn@galesburg205.org 
 
 
Preservice Membership  
Mary Lyons 
H 309-337-4241 
Email melyons@knox.edu 
 
 
Region 4 Director 
Lynn Keck 
C 563-650-1082 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 



Will County 
EIN:  36-6134980 
 
 
President 
Donna Herman 
H 708-606-9467 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
willcounty@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Tammy Springer 
H 779-236-3150 
Email tammyspringer20@gmail.com 
 
 
Secretary 
Christy Ziller 
H 815-768-5528 
Email christyziller1972@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Deborah Augsburger 
H 630-234-2565  
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
 
 
Membership 
Donna Herman 
H 708-606-9467 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 5 Director 
Pat Braun 
C 708-370-2904  H 217-679-5756 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
 

College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
EIN:  23-7358469 
 
 
President 
Shadrack Msengi 
H 618-650-3442 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
cirp@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Treasurer 
Joyce Jeewek 
C 630-898-8826 
B 630-829-6286 
Email jjeewek@ben.edu 
 
 
Membership  
Kathleen Liace 
H 630-205-0804 
Email liacekathleen@gmail.com 
 
 
Students Scholarship Coordinator 
Kristen Stombres 
C 630-292-9281 
Email kstombres@judsonu.edu 
 
 
Region 10 Director 
Camille Lutz 
C 815-245-5369 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 



Illinois Council for Affective Reading 
Education (ICARE) 
EIN:  36-3565361 
 
 
President 
Roxanne Owens 
H 773-255-0610 
Email rowens@depaul.edu 
icare@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
President-Elect 
Kathleen Sweeney 
H 708-383-4586 
Email sweenkthl@aol.com 
 
 
Vice President 
Kathleen Fleming 
H 630-347-4848 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 
 
 
Treasurer 
Brenda Kraber 
H 312-520-2272 
Email bkraber@depaul.edu 
 
 
Membership  
Kathleen Fleming 
H 630-347-4848 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 10 Director 
Camille Lutz 
C 815-245-5369 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 

Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
EIN:  23-7022415 
 
 
President 
Kimberly Hollis 
H 630-267-1721 
Email khollis@geneva304.org 
srl@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
President-Elect 
Mara Southorn 
H 630-536-8622 
Email mara_southorn@ipsd.org 
 
 
Vice President 
Athanasios Prokos 
H 630-824-7697 
Email aprokos@geneva304.org 
 
 
Secretary 
Brenda Engelhardt 
H 630-405-3442 
Email bengelh@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Treasurer 
Iveth Flores-Ramirez 
H 708-307-6142 
Email iveth5ramirez@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership  
Angelica Kalat 
H 773-914-8271 
Email angelicakalat@gmail.com 
 
 
Past President 
Renee Yunker 
H 708-214-5607 
Email rrybak2@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 10 Director 
Camille Lutz 
C 815-245-5369 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 



Board of Directors  
2024-2025 

 
Executive Committee 
 
President   Melissa Stinnett 
President-Elect   Cindi Koudelka 
Vice President   Deb Augsburger 
Past President   Julie Hoffman 
Recording Secretary  Melissa Wheeler 
Treasurer   Diana Wilkie 
Membership   Donna Herman 
ILA State Coordinator  Amy Davis 
 
Regional Directors 
 
Region 1   Alaina Weatherford 
Region 2   Becky McTague 
Region 3   Sherry Sejnost 
Region 4   Lynn Keck 
Region 5   Pat Braun 
Region 6   Katie Russell 
Region 7   Melissa Wheeler 
Region 8    Amy Hewing 
Region 9   Teresa Burdin 
Region 10   Camille Lutz 
 
Standing Committee Chairs 
 
Budget, Finance, Strategic Melissa Stinnett 
Bylaws, Policies/Procedures  Deb Augsburger 
    Julie Hoffman 
Conference   Cindi Koudelka 
District PD   Julie Hoffman 
Membership   Donna Herman 
Nominating    Julie Hoffman 
Organization/Council Bylaws Amy Davis 
Personnel and Grievance Melissa Stinnett 
 
Special Committee Chairs 
 
Advocacy    Jennifer Martin 
Book Club    Stephanie Benson 
Educational Media  Sheila Ruh 
Family Literacy   Barbara Ashton 
ILA Exemplary Reading Diana Wilkie 
Illinois Reads   Sherry Sejnost 
International Projects  Carol Owles 
Jerry Johns Reading Educator  Melissa Wheeler 
   of the Year 
Literacy Support Grants  Teresa Burdin 
Obama Literacy Fund  Jena Kent 
Prairie State Award  Cindy Wilson 
Professional Learning Laura Beltchenko 
Publicity and Publications Sherry Sejnost 

Other Voting Members 
 
IRC Communicator Editor Marjorie Henseler 
IRC Journal Editor  Roxanne Owens 
 
Council Presidents 
 
Black Hawk   Michael Carton 
Central Illinois Andrea Trexler 
Chicago Area (CARA)  Miyoshi Brown 
East Central-EIU  Melissa Wheeler 
Fox Valley   Camille Lutz 
Illini Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Illinois Valley   Kelli Ballard 
Lake Area   Stacie Noisey 
Lewis and Clark Andy Mayer 
Macon County Cara Burkhart 
MID-State    Elana Heinonen 
Mississippi Valley  Leslie Forsman 
National Road   Amy Hewing 
Northern Illinois  Jacqueline Cleven 
Northwestern   None 
Prairie Area   Sheila Ruh, Sherry Sejnost 
Sauk Valley   Kimberly Bork 
South Eastern   Tambree Krouse 
South Suburban   Terri Campos 
Southern Illinois Teresa Burdin 
Starved Rock   Alaina Weatherford 
Suburban Council (SCIRA) Buffy Stauffer 
Two Rivers   Sherri Silva 
Vermilion Valley  Lynette Evans 
West Suburban   Kari Pawl  
Western Illinois   Jennifer Young 
Will County   Donna Herman 
CIRP Shadrack Msengi 
ICARE    Roxanne Owens 
SRL    Kimberly Hollis 
 
Ex Officio Non-Voting Chairs & Representatives 
 
ISBE Liaison   Kimberly Johnson 
AISLE Liaison   Leslie Forsman 
Rebecca Caudill  Ruth Gheysen 
 
Ex Officio Non-Voting Staff 
 
Executive Director  Carrie Sheridan 



         Illinois Reading Council Past President
 
 

1968-1969    
   William Powell – deceased 
 
 
1969-1970 
   Mary Serra – deceased 
 
 
1970-1971 
   Mary Ellen Batinich 
 
 
1971-1972 
  David Bear – deceased 
 
 
1972-1973 
   Wilson Stone - deceased 
 
 
1973-1974 
   David Rhoads 
 
 
1974-1975 
   Kathryn Ransom 
 
 
1975-1976 
   Sister Cor Marie 
 
 
1976-1977 
   Robin Carr 
 
 
1977-1978 
   Agnita Wright 
 
 
1978-1979 
   Gene Blair - deceased 
    
 
1979-1980 
   Donna Ogle 
 
 
1980-1981 
   Lawrence Pennie - deceased 

 
 

1981-1982 
   Jerry Johns 
 
 
1982-1983 
   James Coe 
 
 
1983-1984 
   Dale Downs 

 

 
 
1984-1985 
   Nancy Venegoni 
 
 
1985-1986 
   Anna Sanford - deceased 
 
 
1986-1987  
   Sharon Neste 
 
 
1987-1988 
   Mrs. Jean Clem Bailey 
 
 
1988-1989 
   Gene Cramer – deceased 
 
 
1989-1990 
   Linda Fuller Farruggia 
 
 
1990-1991 
   Kathleen Sweeney 
 
 
1991-1992 
   Lorri Davis 
 
 
1992-1993 
   John Logan – deceased 
    
 
1993-1994 
   Paula Jensen 
 
 
1994-1995 
   Susan Hanks 
 
 
1995-1996 
   Jeff Hildreth 
 
 
1996-1997 
   Susan Davis Lenski 
 
 
1997-1998 
   Claudia Anne Katz 
 
 
1998-1999 
   Barb Haas Bender 
 
 
1999-2000 
   Hattie Spires - deceased 

    
 
 

 
 

2000-2001 
   Marsha Strader 
 
 
2001-2002 
   Mike Ellerman 
 
 
2002-2003 
   Beth Arthur 
 
 
2003-2004 
   Barb Vines 
 
 
2004-2005 
   Ronda Gray  
 
 
2005-2006 
   Steve Layne 
 
 
2006-2007 
   Pam Nelson 
 
 
2007-2008 
   Donna Monti  
 
 
2008-2009 
   Roxanne Owens 
 
 
2009-2010 
   Chris Moen 
 
 
2010-2011             
   Susan Cisna 
 
 
2011-2012 
   Cindy Wilson 
 
  
2012-2013 
   Patricia Braun 
 
 
2013-2014 
   Tammy Potts 
 
 
2014-2015 
   Cindy Gerwin 
 
 
2015-2016 
   Louis Ferroli 
 
 
2016-2017 
   Patricia Tylka 

 
 
2017-2018 
   Janel Sebeny 
 
 
2018-2019 
   Priscilla Dwyer 
 
 
2019-2021 
   Stephanie Benson 
 
 
2021-2022 
   Katie Russell 
 
 
2022-2023 
   Leslie Forsman 
 
 
2023-2024 
   Julie Hoffman 
 
 



Past ILA State Coordinators 
 
 
 
 
1969-1975 

Carol Winkley 
 
 
 
1975-1976 

David Rhoads 
 
 
 
1976-1977 

Don Meints 
 
 
 
1977-1979 

Anna Sanford - deceased 
 
 
 
1979-1981 

Gene Blair - deceased 
 
 
 

1981-1987 
 Kathleen Sweeney 
 
 
 
1987-1990 
 Dale Downs 
 
 
 
1990-1996 
 Linda Fuller Faruggia 
  

 
1996-2002 
 Lynette Mehall 
 
 
 
2002-2005 
 Susan Moon 
 
 
 
2005-2008 
 Susan Cisna 
 
 
 
2008-2017 
 Roberta Sejnost 
 
 
 
2017-2020 
 April Flood 

 
 
 

2020-2023 
 Cindi Koudelka 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please notify the current ILA State Coordinator if there is a change in any of the past state coordinators’ 
addresses. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
2024-2025

Illinois Reading Council

July

July 1			   All IRC officers take office
July 10			  Executive Committee Meeting
July 11		  Board of Directors Meeting 
July 11		  IRC Leadership Workshop (IRC Council of Excellence Award Requirement) 	
July 20			  Councils – Submit Great Membership Idea
			   •  Mail summer issue of IRC Journal

August

August 1		  Councils – Submit Council Calendar
August 1		  Councils – Council Audit Form Deadline  (Office will than file the Council's e-Postcard)
August 1		  Councils – Review Bylaws Checklist and Revision Schedule
August 1		  Councils – Submit a PL&D Padlet Resource
August 1		  Committee Chairs – Submit Committee Chair Report with goals, budget requests and 
				    committee members' information to IRC Office
August 1		  Professional Learning Committee Consultant Application with a Rolling Due Date
August 9-18		  Illinois Reads at the Secretary of State Tent at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield

	

September

September 1		  Councils – IRC Membership Grant with a Rolling Due Date until June 15th 
September 1		  Councils – Order supplies for Illinois Reads Family Reading Night
September 1		  Program Proposals due for the IRC Conference     
September 8		  International Literacy Day
September 6		  Executive Committee Meeting 
September 7		  Board of Directors Meeting held online via Zoom Webinar

						               October
	
October 1		  Councils – Submit Council of Excellence Award Requirements to ILA State Coordinator 
October 1		  Nominations for IRC Officers due to Nominating Chair   
October 15		  Registration due for the online IRC Book Club
			   •  Mail fall issue of IRC Journal
 			   •  Send IRC Preliminary Conference Program to IRC members and all schools in the state

https://irc.memberclicks.net/leadership-handbook


November

November 1		  Committee Chairs – Submit Committee Chair Report to the IRC Office
November 1		  Deadline for IRC Service and Hall of Fame Award    
November 1		  Deadline for Barack Obama Library Award    
November 1		  Deadline for Family Literacy Award    
November 1		  Deadline for Jerry Johns Reading Educator of the Year Award    
November 1		  Executive Committee Meeting
November 2		  Board of Directors Meeting held online via Zoom Webinar 
November 21		  Illinois Family Reading Night – Illinois State Library and Center for the Book
			   •  Present slate of officers for January Ballot
			   •  Committees select all award recipients and announce in IRC Communicator

December

December 31 		  Councils – Submit ILA Honor Council materials electronically to ILA
December 31		  Submit ILA Local Council Community Service Award
December 31		  ILA Exemplary Reading Program Award Deadline			 
			   •  Mail winter issue of IRC Journal

January

January 15		  Committee Chairs – Submit Committee Chair Report to IRC Office 
January 15		  Ballots mailed to members
January 15		  Registration due for the online IRC Book Club
January 15		  Deadline for Static Stick Decal Contest application    
January 24		  Executive Committee Meeting
January 25		  Board of Directors Meeting held online via Zoom Webinar

February

February 15		  Ballots must be returned to IRC Office

https://irc.memberclicks.net/leadership-handbook


March

March 1		  IRC Officers, Committee Chairs, Regional Directors – Submit Officer, Committee Chair 		
				    and Director reports for Annual Meeting to IRC Office
March 1		  Councils – Sign up for Hall of Councils display at IRC Conference
March 13-14		  56th Annual IRC Conference in Springfield
March 14		  Annual Membership Meeting, Springfield
March 14		  Announce election results 
March 15		  Registration due for the online IRC Book Club			 

April

April 1			  Committee Chairs - Submit Committee Chair Report to the IRC Office 
April 11		  Executive Committee Meeting 
April 12		  Board of Directors Meeting held at ISU Alumni Center, 1101 N Main St, Normal, IL 
April 15		  Councils – Submit Council Officer and Committee Representatives for 2025-2026 
April 26		  Tentative Date & Location for the Illinois Reads Book Festival in Jacksonville, Illinois
			   •  Appoint IRC Committee Chairs for 2025-2026
			   •   Mail spring issue of IRC Journal

May

May 1			   Deadline for IRC Literacy Support Grant applications
May 1			   Deadline for IRC International Literacy Grant applications 
May 1			   Deadline for IRC Early Career Teacher Recruitment Program

June

June 15		  Deadline for submitting Prairie State Award nominations
June 15		  Registration due for the online IRC Book Club

July

July 9			   Executive Committee Meeting
July 10		  Board of Directors Meeting
July 10		  IRC Leadership Workshop (IRC Council of Excellence Award Requirement) 
			   •  Mail summer issue of IRC Journal

https://irc.memberclicks.net/leadership-handbook


IRC Leadership Handbook Contents 
 (The contents of the IRC Leadership Handbook are also available online at the IRC Website.  From the IRC Homepage, 
sign onto your IRC Membership Account.  You will need your username/email and your own password.) 
 
 

IRC Operations & Resources 
IRC Directory 2024-2025 
IRC Bylaws 
IRC Policies & Procedures 
IRC Parliamentary Guide – A Guide For Effective Meetings 
IRC Strategic Plans 
IRC Webinars 
IRC Centralized Membership Handout 
IRC Membership Form 
IRC Membership Incentive Award 
IRC Photo Release Form 
IRC Payment Voucher Form 
IRC Publications Order Form 
Conference Merchandise Form 
Council PD Clock Hour Application 
IRC Regional Director Application 
Request for Membership on IRC Standing and Special Committees 
IRC Speakers Bureau Application Form 
IRC Speakers Bureau Council Request Form 
IRC Speakers Bureau Payment Request 
2024-2025 IRC Speakers Bureau 
IRC International Project - Guatemala Teacher Fund 
IRC PL&D Consulting Services Protocol 
IRC PL&D Consulting Services Timesheet 
IRC PL&D Consulting Services Travel Reimbursement Form 
IRC PL&D Consulting Services Workshop Evaluation Form 
ILA General, Student Membership, and Emeritus Forms 
ILA Request for Membership Brochures, Publications, and Membership Lists 
ILA Awards and Grants 
ILA Celebrate Literacy Award 
 
 

July 
List of all Board of Directors Meetings and IRC Leadership Retreat  (July 11, 2024) 
Great Membership Idea  (July 20, 2024) 
 
 

August 
Calendar of Events 
Council Calendar Information Sheet (August 1, 2024) 
IRC Council Audit Form (August 1, 2024 – Office will file Council’s IRS e-Postcard) 
IRC PL&D Consultant Application – (August 1, 2024 with a rolling due date) 
IRC PL&D Council Share Resource – (August 1, 2024 with a rolling due date) 
IRC Council Bylaws Checklist and Council Bylaws Revision Schedule 
Committee Chair Report (August 1, 2024) 
Illinois Reads at the Illinois Reads State Fair (August 11-13 and 19-20, 2024) 
 

https://irc.memberclicks.net/leadership-handbook


September 
IRC Membership Grant (September 1, 2024 with a rolling due date) 
Illinois Reads Family Reading Night (September 1, 2024) 
Program Proposal for IRC Conference (September 1, 2024)  
Board of Directors Meeting  (September 7, 2024) 
 

October  
IRC Council of Excellence Award (October 1, 2024 and October 1, 2025) 
Nominations for IRC Officers (October 1, 2024) 
IRC Book Club (October 15, 2024) 
 

November 
IRC Hall of Fame (November 1, 2024) 
IRC Service Award (November 1, 2024)  
IRC Barack Obama Library Award (November 1, 2024) 
IRC Family Literacy Award (November 1, 2024) 
IRC Jerry Johns Reading Educator of the Year Award (November 1, 2024) 
Board of Directors Meeting  (November 7, 2024) 
 

December 
ILA Honor Council Program (December 15, 2024) 
ILA Local Community Service Award (December 15, 2024) 
ILA Exemplary Reading Program (December 15, 2024) 
 

January 
IRC Book Club (January 15, 2025) 
Static Stick Decal Contest (January 15, 2025) 
Board of Directors Meeting  (January 25, 2025) 
 

February 
 

March 
Hall of Councils Guidelines and Rubric  and Sign up for Hall of Councils   (February 15, 2025) 
IRC Conference and Membership Meeting (March 13-14, 2025) 
IRC Book Club (March 15, 2025) 
 

April 
Board of Directors Meeting  (April 12, 2025) 
IRC Report of Officers and Committee Chairs (April 15, 2025) 
Illinois Reads Book Festival  (April 26, 2025) 
 

May 
IRC Literacy Support Grant (May 1, 2025) 
IRC International Grant (May 1, 2025) 
IRC Early Career Teacher Recruitment Program (May 1, 2025) 
 

June 
IRC Prairie State Award (June 15, 2025) 
IRC Book Club (June 15, 2025) 

https://irc.memberclicks.net/leadership-handbook


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Committee Directory 
 
 
 
 

2024-2025 
 



IRC Advocacy Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Jennifer Martin  
Email doctorjenmartin@gmail.com 
advocacycommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Andrea Trexler 
Email ajstayton@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Brenda Kraber 
Email bkraber@depaul.edu 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Cara Burkhart 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Elana Heinonen 
Email heinonene@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Helen Dukhan 
Email dukhanh@d83.org 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Kimberly Hollis 
Email khollis@geneva304.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Teresa Burdin 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Alaina Weatherford 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Cherise Hall 
Email cheriseiteach@sbcglobal.net 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Kari Pawl 
Email kari@pawl.com 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Gabriella Diaz 
Email gmdiaz@knox.edu 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Tammy Springer 
Email tammyspringer20@gmail.com 
 



IRC Book Club Committee 
2024-2025 

	

	

 
 
 
Committee Chair                                             
Stephanie Benson 
Email stephbenson7896@gmail.com 
ircbookclub@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
bookclubsirc@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Pat Braun 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
Adelfio Garcia 
Email adelfiogarcia@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 



IRC Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures Committee 
2024-2025	

 
 
 
Committee Chairs 
Deb Augsburger  
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
bylawscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Julie Hoffman 
Email thereadeologist@gmail.com 
bylawscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Amy Davis 
Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
 
 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 
 
Cindi Koudelka  
Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
 
 
Carrie Sheridan 
Email carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
Melissa Stinnett 
Email m-stinnett@wiu.edu 
 
 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
 
Diana Wilkie 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
 



IRC Conference Committee  
2024-2025 

 
	
Cindi Koudelka 
Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
2025 Conference Chair 
 
Deb Augsburger 
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
2026 Conference Chair and  
Autographing Co-Chair 
 
Patricia Braun 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 
Meal Tickets  Co-Chair 
 
Barb Chrz-White 
Email bchrzwhite@comcast.net 
Registration Chair 
 
Karen Kortkamp 
Email karen@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
Exhibits-Staff 
 
Brenda Kraber 
Email bkraber@depaul.edu 
Autographing Co-Chair 
 
Roxanne Owens 
Email rowens@depaul.edu 
Autographing Co-Chair 
 
Carol Owles 
Email carolowles@frontier.com 
Preservice Pizza Party Chair 
 

Sheila Ruh 
Email sheilaruh@yahoo.com 
Technology Co-Chair 
 
Sherry Sejnost 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
Technology Co-Chair 
 
Carrie Sheridan 
Email carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
Executive Director- Staff 
 
Kristen Stombres 
Email kstombres@judsonu.edu 
Student Helpers Co-Chair 
 
Joy Towner 
Email jtowner@judsonu.edu 
Student Helpers Co-Chair 
 
Alaina Weatherford 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
Signs Assistant Chair 
 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
Meal Tickets  Co-Chair 
 
Jennifer Young 
Email jthiyoung@gmail.com 
Special Events Chair 



IRC Council Bylaws Committee 
	 2024-2025	
 
 
 
 
Committee Chair 

Amy Davis 
      Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
      councilbylaws@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 

 
 
Barb Ashton 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Cindi Koudelka 
      Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
 
 
      Cheryl Walker 
      Email cawalker@htc.net 
 



IRC District PD Committee 
2024-2025 

	
 
 
 
Committee Chair 
      Melissa Stinnett 
      Email m-stinnett@wiu.edu	
 
 
      Deb Augsburger 
      Email augsbude@lewisu.edu	
 
 
     Amy Davis 
     Email addavis7@eiu.edu 
 
 
     Donna Herman 
     Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 
 
     Julie Hoffman 
      Email prayingaround@sbcglobal.net	
 
 
     Cindi Koudelka 
     Email koudelka21@gmail.com  
 
 

Carrie Sheridan 
Email carrie@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
 

Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 

 
 
     Diana Wilkie 
     Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
 



IRC Educational Media Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Sheila Ruh 
Email sheilaruh@gmail.com 
educationalmedia@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Danica Luttrell 
Email dluttrell@rochester3a.net 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Kathleen Fleming 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Holly Steiling 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Elana Heinonen 
Email heinonene@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Sherry Sejnost 
Email ssejnost@me.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Jennifer Lancaster 
Email engtchr93@aol.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Teresa Burdin 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Jodie Landers 
Email jlanders@rutlandgs.org 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Kristin Kaczmarek 
Email kriska727@me.com 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Barb Ashton 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Allana Blankenship 
Email allana1008@gmail.com 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 



IRC Family Literacy Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Barb Ashton 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
familyliteracy@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Andrea Trexler 
Email ajstayton@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Kathleen Fleming 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Cara Burkhart 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Elana Heinenon 
Email heinonene@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Sheila Ruh 
Email sheilaruh@yahoo.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Mara Southern 
Email mara_southorn@ipsd.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Pamela Turner 
Email pamelarichteacher@yahoo.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Erin Hanley 
Email ehanley@ottawahigh.com 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Debbie Shefren 
Email drshefren@hotmail.com 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Lauren Wellen 
Email lauren.wellen@gmail.com 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Kelly Sturgis 
Email ksturgis80@gmail.com 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 



ILA Exemplary Reading Program Award Committee 
2024-2025 

 
 
 
Committee Chair 

Diana Wilkie 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
exemplaryreading@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
 
 

Pam Farris 
Email pamelafarris@comcast.net 

 
 
 

Mary Gardner  
            Email megardner2@comcast.net 
 
 

 



IRC Illinois Reads Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair                                             
Sherry Sejnost  
Email ssejnost@me.com 
illinoisreads@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Andrea Trexler 
Email ajstayton@gmail.com 
 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Kathleen Fleming 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 llinois Reads Advisory Committee 
Alexi Giannoulias, Honorary Chair    
Sherry Sejnost, Chair 
Becky Anderson 
Lorie Barber 
Stephanie Benson 
Kevin Daughtery 
Leslie Forsman 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Cara Burkhart 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Christa Hoder 
Email hoderc@unit5.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Melissa Love 
Email malove85@yahoo.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Renee Yunker 
Email rrybak2@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Leslie Forsman 
Julie Hoffman 
Cindi Koudelka 
Karen Kortkamp 
Kathleen March 
Bonnie Matheis 
Carrie Sheridan 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Teresa Burdin 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Stephanie Benson 
Email stephbenson7896@gmail.com 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Cherise Hall 
Email cheriseiteach@sbcglobal.net 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Barbara Ashton 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Bailey Cavanah 
Email bailey.cavanah@gmail.com 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Christy Ziller 
Email cziller@209u.net 
 



IRC International Projects Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Carol Owles 
Email carolowles@frontier.com 
internationalprojects@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Molly Burns 
Email molly.e.burns@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Diana Wilkie 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Brenda Kraber 
Email bkraber@depaul.edu 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Holly Steiling 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Carol Owles 
Email carolowles@frontier.com 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Ann Peters 
Email ann807098@gmail.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Renee Yunker 
Email rrbak2@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Gabriel Herbst 
Email gherbst210@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Sandy Austin 
Email saustin.usa@gmail.com 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Debra Gurvitz 
Email djgurvitz@msn.com 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Marlene Panebianco 
Email marlene117@att.net 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Michelle White 
Email michellewhite7270@yahoo.com 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 



IRC Jerry Johns Reading Educator of the Year Award Committee 
2024-2025 

	
 
 
 
Committee Chair 

Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 

       readingeducatoroftheyear@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
     Lynn Keck 
     Email  keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
 
 
     Kristen Stombres 
     Email kstombres@judsonu.edu 
 
 



IRC Literacy Support Grant Committee 
2024-2025 

	
 
Committee Chair 

Teresa Burdin 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
literacysupportgrant@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 

 
 
Region 1 

 
 

 
 
Region 2 
  
  
 
 
Region 3 

Pat Braun 
Email pbraun09@yahoo.com 

 
 
Region 4 
            Leslie Forsman 

Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 5 

Dawn Schwarzkopf 
Email dmschwarzkopf@olivet.edu 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 6 
 Jennifer Martin 
 Email doctorjenmartin@gmail.com 
 
 
Region 7 
  
  
 
 
Region 8 
 Pam Mrsich 

Email pmrsich@belleville118.org 
 
 
Region 9 

Pam Turner 
 Email pamelarichteacher@yahoo.com 
 
 
Region 10 

Marjorie Henseler 
Email marjoriest@aol.com 

 



IRC Membership Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
membershipdirector@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Molly Burns 
Email molly.e.burns@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Becky McTague 
Email bmctague@roosevelt.edu 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Kathleen Liace 
Email dockath@aol.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Ali Trizzle 
Email trizzlea@charleston.k12.il.us 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Kristen Walsh 
Email kwalsh@sd308.org 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Barb Ragheb 
Email baragheb@gmail.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Kathleen Fleming 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Jennifer Lippert 
Email jennifer.lippert@lz95.org 
 
Erin Metaxas 
Email emetaxas73@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Eleni Gerontes 
Email egerontes@wcusd5.net 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Holly Steiling 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Claire Michaels 
Email michaelsc@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jaclyn Royalty 
Email jroyalty@gkschools.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Ann Peters 
Email ann807098@gmail.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Lonnie Chattic 
Email lchattic@gmail.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Angelica Kalat 
Email angelicakalat@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Gabriel Herbst 
Email gherbst210@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Sandy Austin 
Email saustin.usa@gmail.com 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Natalie Biancalana 
Email dreamcatcher_15@yahoo.com 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Kari Harris 
Email kariteam4@gmail.com 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Ashley Shinn 
Email ashinn0319@galesburg205.org 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 



IRC Obama Literacy Fund Committee 
2024-2025 

	
 
Committee Chair 

Jena Kent 
Email jrose@sps186.org 
obamaliteracyfund@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 
 
 
Region 1 

Stephanie Benson 
Email stephbenson7896@gmail.com 

 
 
 
Region 2 

Natalie Biancalana 
Email dreamcatcher_15@yahoo.com 

 
 
Region 3 

Diana Wilkie 
Email dianawilkie@aol.com 

 
 
 
Region 4 

Teresa Burdin 
Email burdint@ccs135.com 

 
 
Region 5 

Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Region 6 

Cindy Wilson 
Email cindy5573@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Region 7 
Susan Cisna 
Email scisna@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Region 8 
Tim Wheeler 
Email timandmelissawheeler@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
Region 9 

Gabe Herbst 
Email gherbst210@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Region 10 
Cindi Koudelka 
Email koudelka21@gmail.com 

 
 
 



IRC Prairie State Award Committee 
2024-2025 

	

The PSA Committee serves for three year terms and five year for the Committee Chair;  
Committee will typically have at least 2 University Reps, 2 Librarians, and 2 Teachers.   

 
 
Committee Chair 

Cindy Wilson 
      Email cindy5573@gmail.com 
prairiestateaward@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 

 (University Rep/Chair 6th Year) 
 
 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 (Librarian Rep-11th Year) 
 
 
Cindi Koudelka 

      Email koudelka21@gmail.com 
                 (Teacher-2nd Year) 

 
 
Brenda Kraber 
Email bkraber@depaul.edu 
 (Teacher-10th Year) 
 
 
Bonnie Matheis 
Email bmatheis463958@yahoo.com 
 (Librarian Rep-8th Year) 
 
 
Roxanne Owens 
Email rowens@depaul.edu 
 (University Rep 12th Year) 
 
 
 



IRC Professional Learning & Development Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Laura Beltchenko 
Email lbeltchenko@gmail.com 
pd@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Andrea Trexler 
Email ajstayton@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Kathleen Fleming 
Email flemingkmk@gmail.com 
 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Cara Burkhart 
Email caraburkhart@yahoo.com 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Elana Heinenon 
Email heinonene@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Roberta Sejnost 
Email rsejnost@comcast.net 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Kimberly Hollis 
Email khollis@geneva304.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Teresa Burdin 
Email teresaburdin00@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Alaina Weatherford 
Email aweatherford@rutlandgs.org 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Sophie Degener 
Email sophie.degener@nl.edu 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Kari Harris 
Email kariteam4@gmail.com 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Becky Miller 
Email bmiller@galesburg205.org 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Deb Augsburger 
Email augsbude@lewisu.edu 
 



IRC Publicity and Publications Committee 
2024-2025 

	
Committee Chair 
Sherry Sejnost  
Email ssejnost@me.com 
publicationscommittee@illinoisreadingcouncil.org 
 
 
 
Black Hawk Reading Council  
Lynn Keck 
Email keck.lynn@gmail.com 
 
Central Illinois Reading Council 
Cindy Wilson 
Email cindy5573@gmail.com 

 
Chicago Area Reading Association 
(CARA) 
Miyoshi Brown 
Email miyoshibrown08@gmail.com 
 
College Instructors of Reading 
Professionals (CIRP) 
Shadrack Msengi 
Email mshadg@yahoo.com 
 
East Central – EIU Reading 
Council 
Melissa Wheeler 
Email melissa.wheeler@gmail.com 
 
Fox Valley Reading Council 
Camille Lutz 
Email camillelutz@hotmail.com 
 
Illini Reading Council 
Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley 
Email elizgc@aol.com 
 
Illinois Council for Affective 
Reading Education (ICARE) 
Roxanne Owens 
Email rowens@depaul.edu 

 
Illinois Valley Reading Council 
Kelli Ballard 
Email kelliballard5566@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Area Reading Council 
Stacie Noisey 
Email stacie.noisey@gmail.com 
 
Lewis & Clark Reading Council 
Andy Mayer 
Email andymayer15@gmail.com 
 
Macon County Reading Council 
Holly Steiling 
Email steilingh@meridianhawks.net 
 
MID-State Reading Council 
Elana Heinenon 
Email heinonene@district87.org 
 
Mississippi Valley Reading Council 
Leslie Forsman 
Email 4smanreads@gmail.com 
 
National Road Reading Council 
Amy Hewing 
Email amyhewing@gmail.com 
 
Northern Illinois Reading Council 
Jacqueline Cleven 
Email jcleven@syc427.org 
 
Northwestern Reading Council 
Council inactive at this time 
 
Prairie Area Reading Council 
Sheila Ruh 
Email sheilaruh@gmail.com 
 
Sauk Valley Reading Council 
Kimberly Bork 
Email kimberly.bork@yahoo.com 
 
Secondary Reading League (SRL) 
Jennifer Lancaster 
Email engtchr93@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
South Eastern Reading Council 
Tambree Krouse 
Email tbkrouse@gmail.com 
 
South Suburban Reading Council 
Terri Campos 
Email moo915@aol.com 
 
Southern Illinois Reading Council 
Katie Russell 
Email irc.krussell@gmail.com 
 
Starved Rock Reading Council 
Jodie Landers 
Email jlanders@rutlandgs.org 
 
Suburban Council of IRA (SCIRA) 
Natalie Biancalana 
Email dreamcatcher_15@yahoo.com 
 
Two Rivers Reading Council 
Sherri Silva 
Email ssilva@mcusd1.net 
 
Vermilion Valley Reading Council 
Lynette Evans 
Email levans7766@gmail.com 
 
West Suburban 
Barb Ashton 
Email bashton1515@sbcglobal.net 
 
Western Illinois Reading Council 
Allyson Vaynerman 
Email avaynerman@galesburg205.org 
 
Will County Reading Council 
Donna Herman 
Email dmherman05@gmail.com 
 



 

 
 
 

 
MISSION 

 
The mission of the Illinois Reading Council  
is to provide support and leadership to all  
who promote and teach lifelong literacy. 

 
 

VISION 
 
The Illinois Reading Council advocates for high-quality literacy opportunities 
that empower all learners.  As a leading literacy organization, the IRC 
provides access to research, materials, and methodologies to teach literacy and 
promote lifelong learning.  As an active well-organized system of local and 
special interest councils and state committees, the IRC provides a supportive 
network for grassroots involvement and the exchange of information for a 
diverse membership. 




