
THE CONNECTION 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL 

SPRING 2017 

LEGOS, LITERACY,  
AND 21ST CENTURY SKILLS 

 

Presented By: Michael Carton 
Date: March 30th  

Time: 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.  
Location: Starview Winery, 5100 Wing Hill 

Road, Cobden, IL 62920  
Price: FREE – Open to Everyone!  

 

Do you want to get your reluctant readers more 
engaged? LEGOs aren’t just for STEM classrooms 

anymore! With LEGO Story Starters, students are able 
to build literacy, comprehension, communication, 

teamwork, and digital literacy skills. Participants in this 
workshop will get to experience all the possibilities that 

LEGO can bring to their Language Arts classroom.  
2 CPDUs will be available for the workshop. 

 
Come join us for our Spring Dessert Meeting!  

Sweet treats will be available!! 
 

Starview will have their kitchen open for dinner. The 
menu can be found at: 

http://www.starviewvineyards.com/culinary 
 

Register at: 
https://goo.gl/forms/VV6FHWaVRcSTYC5U2 

UPCOMING 

SIRC EVENTS 

 

March 13: Short Stories Due 

March 30: Spring Dessert 

Meeting – Legos, Literacy, 

and 21st Century Skills 

April 1: Student Teacher 

Grant Applications Due 

April 25: Spring Celebration  

 

  

 
 



 

 

SHORT STORY CONTEST 

We are excited to be hosting the Short Story Contest for 
students in 2n d through 8th  grades again for 2017.  
Please consider having your students take part by 

submitting their stories! For more information see the 
entry form found in this newsletter. Stories will be 

judged on creativity and organization. The deadline 
for entries is March 13, 2017. 

 
Please contact Kathy Stegle at kwstegle@gmail.com or 

618-614-4227 with any questions. 
 

SPRING CELEBRATION 

On April 25, 2017 at the Carbondale Civic Center the 1st, 

2n d and 3r d place winners will be recognized and 

awarded. Teachers, principals, parents, grandparents, 

and siblings are invited to attend this special evening 

where our young people are honored. There is no cost 

for the event. Refreshments will be served following the 

recognition of our talented young people, their families 

and their teachers. 

STUDENT TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP 

Do you have a student teacher in your classroom or 

building? Please share information on our $250 

SIUC Student Teacher Scholarship! Each semester 

SIRC awards a $250 scholarship to a SIUC student 

teacher who is an SIRC member. For more 

information visit our facebook page! 

  

Contact Us 

Southern Illinois Reading Council 

Katie Russell, President 

608 Belle Avenue  

Pinckney ville, IL 6227 4  

(618) 967 -2334 

krussell@mhs.org 

 

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/southernillinoisreadingcouncil 

Have you watched a 

Wired Wednesday 

Webinar?  

If not, look at the 

flyer to see what is 

coming up in 2017! 

 

Illinois Reads Launch Event 

Saturday , March 11 , 2017  
Wilmington Middle School 

7 15 S. Joliet Street 
Wilmington, Illinois 
10:00 am - 1 :00 pm 

 
Visit www.illinoisreads.org for more 

information 

mailto:kwstegle@gmail.com


IRC NEWS 
 

2017 IRC Conference 

 

50 Years of Reading Excellence 

October 5 - 7, 2017 

Peoria, Illinois 

Thousands of literacy advocates, educators, and 

researchers will gather from October 5-7, 2017 for 

the 50th Annual IRC Conference, 50 Years of Reading 

Excellence, at the Peoria Civic Center and Peoria Marriott 

Pere Marquette Hotel in Peoria, Illinois. 

 

Interested in Presenting?  IRC is accepting Program Proposals for those interested in presenting a 

session at the 2017 IRC Conference.  Proposals must be submitted ONLINE by March 

1st. Presenters can earn 8 PD clock hours per session AND must be registered as an attendee for 

the conference by August 15th.  Remember that all correspondence and notifications will be sent by 

EMAIL by May 1st. 

 

IRC AWARDS AND GRANTS 

Many IRC Award and Grant application are due March 1st. To see what is available go 
to http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/awardsgrants.html 

Barack Obama Library Award. Do you know a teacher of 5th-8th-grade kids who could make good 

use of a classroom library? This award is a classroom library, valued at $1000, which was created in 

2006 through a generous gift to the IRC from (then) Senator Obama.  This collection is comprised of 

carefully selected literature that is “culturally relevant” for African-American readers and targets 

students in the middle-school (5th-8th) grade range. Nominations are due by April 15. Due to lack 

of applications, this award is open to the entire state and the deadline has been extended. 

 

Static Stick Decal Design Contest 

Students in grade 4, 5, or 6 are encouraged to create an original design promoting reading. The 

winning design is printed on static stick decals. Entries must be postmarked no later than March 

1. See attached information and form. 

http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/awardsgrants.html
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anymore! With LEGO Story Starters, students are able to build literacy, comprehension, 

communication, teamwork, and digital literacy skills. Participants in this workshop will get to 

experience all the possibilities that LEGO can bring to their Language Arts classroom. 2 CPDUs will 

be available for the workshop. 

Date: March 30th    
Time: 6 p.m. ς 8 p.m. 

Location: Starview Winery, 5100 Wing Hill Road, Cobden, IL 62920 
Price: FREE ς Open to Everyone! 

 

Come join us for our Spring Dessert Meeting! Sweet treats will be available!!  

Starview will have their kitchen open for dinner. The menu can be found at: 

http://www.starviewvineyards.com/culinary 

Register at: https://goo.gl/forms/VV6FHWaVRcSTYC5U2 

Questions? Contact Katie Russell at (618) 967-2334 or krussell@mhs.org 

  



 

 
 

Entrees  
All sandwiches are served with potato chips &  

your choice of homemade coleslaw or homemade pasta salad  
 

Chicken Salad Sandwich ~ Our delicious homemade chicken salad includes grapes & sliced almonds. 
Served with lettuce on a fresh buttery croissant. $10.5 0 
 
Pulled Pork Sandwich ~ Pulled pork from Nedôs Shed (Vienna, IL) is served with their original sauce 
on a bun. $10.50  
 
Chipotle Turkey Sandwich ~ Mesquite turkey is served with homemade chipotle mayo, Pepper Jack 
cheese & lettuce on a fresh buttery croissant. $10.50  
 
Honey Ham Sandwich ~ Honey ham is served with honey mustard, Colby Jack cheese & lettuce on a 
fresh buttery croissant.  $10.50  
 
Grilled Chicken Sandwich ~ Mesquite grilled chicken is served with lettuce & mayo on a bun. $10.50  
 
Italian Pasta Salad ~ Our homemade pasta salad is made with tri color rotini pasta. We mix in feta 
cheese & tomato, then toss with a balsamic vinaigrette. Topped with fresh shredded Parmesan 
cheese.  Served on a bed of lettuce with Panera bread. $10.50  
 
Chopped Lettuce Salad ~ Crisp Romaine lettuce tossed with caramelized almonds & crunchies with a 
light paprik a vinaigrette. Topped with fresh shredded Parmesan cheese. Served with Panera bread. 
$8.00 Add grilled chicken breast for an additional $2.00  
 

 

Snacks  
BBQ Nachos ~ Warm tortilla chips served with pork BBQ, cheese & a side of sour cream & salsa. 
$10.50  
 
Asiago Baguette & Seasoned Oil ~ Panera Asiago bread is warmed up & served with seasoned oil for 
dipping. $8.00  
 
French Bread & Spinach Artichoke Dip ~ Panera French bread is warmed up & served with hot & 
creamy spinach artichoke dip. Topped with fresh shr edded Parmesan cheese. $8.00  
 
Cheese Plate ~ Cheese is served by the block with crackers & grapes. Choose one  of the following: 
Fresh Mozzarella, Smoked Gouda, Brie (w/ optional preserves), Roasted Garlic w/ Tomato &  Basil, 
Pepperoni Marinara, Creamy Havarti or Aged Cheddar.  $11.00  
 
Chips & Salsa ~ Warm tortilla chips served with salsa.   $6.00  
 
Soft Pretzel ~ Soft pretzel served with your choice of mustard and/or cheese.  $5.00  

 
All prices include tax  

  



Southern Illinois Reading Council Scholarship for SIUC Student Teachers 
 

 Student teachers attending Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, student teaching in the Fall 2016 
semester, may apply for a $250 Scholarship.  Applicants must be a Southern Illinois Reading Council (SIRC) / 

Illinois Reading Council (IRC) member to apply.  If already a member, please include Illinois Reading Council 
membership number on scholarship application.  If not a member, SIRC invites you to become an IRC/SIRC 
member.   (Another $250 Scholarship will be given to a preservice teacher for the Spring 2017 semester.) 

  
 IRC is a non-profit professional organization whose members promote reading and literacy for people of 

all ages.  It has 27 local councils in communities in Illinois.  There are over 6,000 members in Illinois working 
to further literacy goals.  The Illinois Reading Council is the state affiliate of the International Literacy 
Association (ILA).   

 
 Why join IRC?  The Illinois Reading Council publishes four quarterly newsletters and journals.  These 

publications provide members with current news, events, and research.  The price of joining the local council 
(SIRC) is included in the $25 preservice teacher fee.  SIRC has local activities throughout the year.  In October, 
members receive a significant discount to attend the annual IRC conference in Peoria.  This event features many 

prominent authors and speakers from all over the nation.  In addition, preservice teachers need to demonstrate to 
future employers their commitment to education.  By already being a part of a professional organization, IRC 

members will have an advantage. 
  
 Please visit the IRC website  http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org for more information about joining 

IRC/SIRC.  To join, complete and mail the attached membership form or visit on line  
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/membershipform.html. 
 

 Make sure when joining IRC, that you mark SIRC as your choice of local council.  SIRC is providing 
the $250 scholarship to SIU-C preservice teachers.  (Only SIRC preservice teachers may apply for the 

scholarship.) 
 
 In addition to IRC/SIRC membership, applicants must supply: 

1. Up to date SIU-C transcript 
2. One professional written recommendation from SIU-C professor, coordinator, or supervising teacher 

3. Typed response of 200 words or less: How will this SIRC scholarship enhance your student teaching 
experience? 

4. Include contact information and IRC membership number on essay. 

 
Please mail scholarship applications to: 

Cindy Pender, SIRC Board Member 
Jonesboro Elementary School 

309 Cook Ave. 

Jonesboro, IL  62952 
 

Questions? Contact: Pamela Rich Turner at pamelarichteacher@yahoo.com 

 
Fall Scholarship Deadline: October 1, 2016 
Spring Scholarship Deadline: April 1, 2017 

  

http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/membershipform.html
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/membershipform.html
mailto:pamelarichteacher@yahoo.com


2017 Short Story Contest 

 

How to enter: Up to three stories per classroom (Must be Language Arts classrooms.) may be submitted, 
postmarked by March 13, 2017. There will be three Southern Illinois winners per grade level. To be eligible, all 

entries must have an entry blank attached. Identifying information is to be only on the entry blank; only the 

title may be on the story. Entries will not be returned, so please keep a copy. First place winners are asked to 

read their stories at the awards celebration. Stories must be typed, double spaced, size 12 font, and on the 

front and back of the paper or be disqualified. 
 

Judging Criteria: Stories will be judged on the creativity and organization of the short story. Appropriateness 

of language, theme, and message will also be considered. Conventions will be considered but to a lesser extent. 
Emphasis should be on quality rather than quantity. There is a word limit of 1500 words. Illustrations are 

optional and will not influence the outcome. 
 
Awards for 2017: A first, second and third place winner will be chosen in each grade, second through eighth. 

The 21 winning stories will be compiled into an SIRC Short Story Contest Yearbook. Each first, second, and 

third place winner will receive a copy of the yearbook, a certificate, and a book of the winnerôs choice.  

 Winners will be notified by April 10, 2017. All winners will be invited to attend Southern Illinois 
Reading Councilôs Spring Celebrations Program and Reception on Tuesday, April 25, 2017, 
at the Carbondale Civic Center, where they will receive their awards. First place winners will read their winning 

stories. 
 

Attention busy teachers: Writing short stories supports PARCC preparation! Students develop writing 
fluency and learn in a most meaningful way as they write and edit their stories: story terminology (plot, moral, 
theme), spelling, punctuation (even dialogue), capitalization, paragraphing, and more. 

 
Send entries to: 

Second Grade:  Jessica Carsrud, 1208 Marion St., Carterville, IL 62918 
Third Grade:  Kathy Merz, 506 Cambridge Dr., DeSoto, IL 62974 
Fourth Grade: Barbara James and Gail Webb, 410 S. Green St., Anna, IL 62906 

Fifth Grade:  Nyla Montgomery, 3508 Creek Nation Blacktop, Mulkeytown, IL 62865 
Sixth Grade:  Pat Searcy, 405 Oakwood Dr., Carterville, IL 62918 

Seventh Grade: Johanna Tolbert, 5268 Park St., Mulkeytown, IL 62865 
Eighth Grade: Cindy Pender and Hope McFarland, 33964 Wilderness Retreat Rd., Jonesboro, IL 62952 
 

Entries must be postmarked no later than March 13, 2017 

Questions? Contact Kathy Stegle, 618-614-4227, kwstegle@gmail.com 

 
 
  



SIRC Short Story Contest Entry Blank 

(Entry blank required; attach to front of story) 

 
Studentôs name:__________________________________________Grade:_________ 
 

Teacherôs full name:_____________________________________________________ 
 

School name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
School address:________________________________________________________ 

 
School phone number:__________________________________________________ 

 
Teacherôs email address: (optional)_________________________________________ 
 

Story title:____________________________________________________________ 
 

Total word count_________ 
 
Verification: 

 We verify that: 
 _____this story is original work of this student 

 
 _____this story meets the word count limit of 1500 words 
 

 _____the author of this story lives or attends school in Illinois Reading Council 
           Region 9.  Please check which county: 

 _____Alexander  _____Franklin  _____Gallatin   _____Hardin  _____Jackson 
 _____Jefferson  _____Johnson  _____Massac  _____Perry  _____Pope 
 _____Pulaski  _____Randolph  _____Saline  _____Williamson  _____Union 

 
 Student signature:_________________________________________________ 

 
 Teacher signature:_________________________________________________ 
 

*Someone other than the student may type the entry. However, no changes in content, spelling, etc. 

may be made. Double spacing, size 12 font, page numbers at the bottom, with front and back used. 

Stories must be typed.  Only stories entered by teachers who teach story writing in their 

classrooms will be considered. 
 

*Three stories may be entered per classroom (Writing must be taught in the class the entry is 

from.)  If a teacher has more than one section of a class, three stories may be sent from each 

section. 

 

*Entries failing to meet the above criteria will be disqualified. 
 



  



  



  



 


