








Unleash the power of Iiteracy with
_ proveneffective )
reading and writing strategies

Waubonsee Community College Auditorium
Sugar Grove Campus
Conference: June 13, 16-19, 2008
3 Credit Hour Course: June 13, 16-19, and 27, 2008
8:00 AM -- 5:00 PM
Sharon Taberski One Day only: June 18, 2008

The faculty in the Department of Literacy Education at Northern Illinois University
and the Northern lllinois Reading Council are pleased to offer a unique learning
opportunity focused on explorations of the strategies, skills, and techniques used
to help teachers motivate all learners to read.

Those attending this conference have the option of earning CPDUs or enrolling
in the concurrent graduate-credit course. Please note: both options require
conference registration.

If you are taking the credit course, requirements include attendance for all five days
of the conference/course. (Students taking the course will be given alternative
assignments should they be unable to attend a session.) A ten-page summary/
reaction/reflection paper based upon instructional practices shared during the
conference and a three-page summary of the textbook will be due on June 27.

Required Text: Dr. Farris has chosen Teaching Essentials by Reggie Routman as a
required textbook for this year’s credit class. The book is available from the NIU
Bookstore as well as other sources. Please bring your textbook to the first day of
the conference.

To Register for Academic Credit: Register for conference using one of the
methods on the form. Upon receipt of your conference registration, you will
receive information on how to register for course credit. A seat in the course will
be held for all students who register for the conference. NOTE: All participants
must pay the registration fees for the conference as well as tuition and fees
in order to receive course credit. Tuition waivers can be used for tuition only.
They cannot be used for conference registration or course fees.

If you must cancel your conference registration, you are entitled to a full
refund minus a $10.00 processing fee if you cancel prior to May 26, 2008. No
refund is available if cancellation notice is received on or after May 26, 2008.
Substitutions are permitted. Cancellations must be in writing and can be faxed to
(815) 753-6900.

Northern lllinois University is an Equal Opportunity/Affrmative Action Institution.

Event #8826

NIRC Membership is $40.00/year. Membership forms can be found at:
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/membership.html




IRA Members: Please Vote

The International Reading Association has proposed establishing a new set of bylaws and
reincorporating the Association in Delaware. These changes require the approval of the
IRA membership. For further information visit the IRA website at www.reading.org and
click on the link to the bylaws restatement. Voting ends June 30, 2008.

CONGRATULATIONS TO NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL

ICARE for Reading Award

NIRC extends congratulations to Dr. Maria Walther on receiving the lllinois Council for
Affective Reading Education ICARE for Reading Award. This award recognizes an
educator who has performed in an outstanding manner to show concern for the affective
domain and who has demonstrated lifelong reading habits among students. NIRC
members know that Maria shares her love of literature with both students and teachers.
She has spread her enthusiasm in many ways and we are happy to applaud this well-
deserved recognition.

IRC Adult and Family Literacy Grant

The Northern Illinois Reading Council received a $750.00 grant from the Illinois Reading
Council Adult and Family Literacy Committee at the IRC Reading Conference in
Springfield in March. Our grant was written to fund our ongoing project to provide a
bookshelf and books at the opening of Habitat for Humanity homes in the counties we
serve. NIRC is pleased to be involved in this community project. Watch for more news as
we make our presentation at each home.

NIRC Earns Honors

The Northern Illinois Reading Council earned recognition at the Illinois Reading Council
Reading Conference in Springfield in two areas. Our Hall of Councils display, featuring
our Super Dog Ginger, won second place. The display will be at NIRC events throughout
the year. Our council also received a Council of Excellence Award, which is presented to
councils that organize and conduct well-rounded programs serving the council members,
the community, and the state association.

And finally...

* Congratulations to NIRC Treasurer, Dr. Linda Oshita, who successfully defended her
dissertation in March!

*Congratulations Professor Patricia Rieman, who in August will begin her new position as
an assistant professor at Carthage College in Kenosha, WI!




@Going Green!!!

NIRC board members recently decided to gradually phase out the paper newsletter. Plans are to
produce an electronic newsletter by January 2009. Members have some options for receiving
their newsletter electronically. First of all, the newsletter can always be accessed at our website
through the lllinois Reading Council. To reach that site, go to www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org, click
on the Local Councils link, and then click on Northern lllinois Reading Council. Also, our
corresponding secretary, Roberta Linder, is creating a database of NIRC member’s e-mails. If
you'd like to receive your newsletter by e-mail, please send your name and e-mail address to her
at ramluv2read@aol.com. We have also included a paper option here for you to cut off and mail to
her at 951 Arvle Circle, Sycamore, IL 60178. Thank you for helping us as we make this
environmentally responsible transition.

Please print clearly. If your e-mail address is case sensitive, indicate that and print it in the case
you use.

NIRC Member's Name

E-mail address at which you wish to receive an electronic newsletter:

Mail this form to: Roberta Linder
951 Arvle Circle
Sycamore, IL 60178

AND SPEAKING OF THE NIRC NEWSLETTER....

As of the August 2008 edition, your NIRC newsletter editor will be Sarah Kennay. After some three
years of completing this task, it's time for me to let someone else enjoy the fun while | move on to

new challenges as an assistant professor at Carthage College! Thanks to all the NIRC Board who

make this job so enjoyable, to Joe Pourroy for “co-editing” and all his behind the scenes work, and
to Sarah for making it easy to leave. —Patty Rieman

Teachers As Readers

NIRC’s TAR groups were active during the past year. Several members met three times to
discuss professional books. Plans to continue these groups are underway. Our fall book will be
To Understand: New Horizons in Reading Comprehension by Ellin Oliver Keene. Participants
purchase and read the book on their own, then meet together for discussion. Dates and locations
for the year will be announced in the August newsletter.

Those who attended a TAR this past year found it beneficial to meet in various locations. One
group met in Rockford, one in Oregon, and one in Creston. If you are interested in beginning a
TAR group in your area, please contact one of the board members listed on the front of the
newsletter. We are happy to have new groups!




Northern Illinois Reading Council
21st Annual Fall Conference
Thurs., Sept. 18, 2008
4:00-8:30 p.m.
Kishwaukee Community College
Malta, IL

QEADING,

S

ENGAGE! EXCITE! IGNITE!
Featuring

Katherine Hannigan
Author of Ida B.




Registration Form
The 21st Annual Northern Illinois Reading Council Fall Conference

“"Reading! Engage! Excite! Ignite
Featuring:

I"

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

4:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Kishwaukee College Malta, IL * Conference Center
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone: Home ( ) Work ( )
E-mail
(CPDU forms will be available at the registration desk.)
REGISTER NOW!

$15 - Registration for current NIRC Members - Join NIRC now and pay member price!l
(See below for membership details.)
$20 - Registration for current NIRC Members after Sept.5 - ON SITE ONLY.
$30 - Registration for Non-NIRC Members
$35 - Registration for Non-NIRC Members after Sept.5 - ON SITE ONLY.
$5 - Reduced registration for Undergraduate Students (Non-NIRC Members)
FREE! Registration for Conference Presenters (Limited to 2 per presentation)
FREE! Registration for Undergraduate Students with paid NIRC/IRC membership
FREE! Registration for a school administrator who registers with a teacher
FREE! Registration for Literacy Grant Recipient Presenters
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BOX SUPPER DINING from 4:00- 5:15 p.m.
Please mark a sandwich choice!
$7.00 - BOX SUPPER from Kishwaukee College Food Service
(Sandwich, Chips, Fruit Cup, Two Homemade Cookies, and Beverage)
Turkey Multi-grain Ham Multi-grain Veggie Multi-grain
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TOTAL ENCLOSED -  Make check payable to NIRC.

Registration must be postmarked by SEPTEMBER 5 to:
Roberta Linder 951 Arvle Circle Sycamore, IL 60178 Attn: Fall Conference
After September 5, pay at the door. A limited number of box lunches will be available.
TO JOIN NIRC AND IRC (Illinois Reading Council) TODAY: Complete NIRC/IRC membership
forms found on the IRC website at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org and include a SEPARATE
CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO IRC. Mail with your conference registration and fees to above
address.

Date received: Cash or Check # Amount




2008 PROGRAM PROPOSAL

NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL
21st ANNUAL FALL READING CONFERENCE
“Reading! Engage! Excite! Ignite!”
Thursday, September 18, 2008 4:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Kishwaukee College Malta, IL
Mail or e-mail completed proposals no later than Mon., August 25 to:

Mary Gardner 306 Sunset Lane Mt. Morris, IL 61054 or megardner2@comcast.net

I. TITLE OF PRESENTATION (as you wish it to appear in conference program)

Il. ABSTRACT: Describe the content of the program in no more than 75 words. Description must
be clearly stated and reflect actual presentation. Description will be used in the conference

program.

1. SESSION LENGTH: Sessions will be 45 minutes in length to accommodate CPDU
distribution.

IV. PERSON SUBMITTING PROPOSAL:

Name (Last) (First)

Address

City State Zip




Telephone: Work Home

E-mail Fax

Position and/or Title

School/District/Professional Affiliation

Are you currently a member of NIRC? Yes No

V. PRESENTATION ASSOCIATES: Please list and include above information for each associate
on separate page. Only two (2) presenters will receive complimentary registration.

VI. GRADE LEVEL/INTENDED AUDIENCE (Check each category that applies)
All Educators Reading Specialists Administrators
Preschool Educators Grades K-2 Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8 High School Educators of Adults

VII. AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT: Overhead projectors will be provided; other equipment must be supplied by
the presenter.

**A maximum of $60.00 will be reimbursed for the cost of duplicating handouts. Please present
receipts and a copy of that handout at the conference registration table to NIRC treasurer Linda
Oshita.




2 e 14 « 08
NIRC Reaches Out to NIU

The Northern Il1linois Reading Council holds many long and deep ties
with Northern Illinois University. NIU faculty members along with NIU
alumni from its College of Education and local teachers helped establish
NIRC iIn 1961 with an initial membership of ten people. Since that time
NIRC has grown to its current membership of over 300 strong. Along the
way, many NIRC members have gone on to become leaders of the Illinois
Reading Council and the International Reading Association.

The tragic events of February 14, 2008, saddened us deeply. The
Northern 11linois Reading Council Board of Directors wishes to express
its deepest sympathy to Northern Illinois University and to the
families, friends, and loved ones of the victims. The words from the
NIU fight song, “Forward, Together Forward” echo the sentiment on the
NIU campus and community, across our state, and in the hearts of NIU
alumni and friends throughout the world as we band together in support
of NIU’s students, faculty, and staff.

May we not forget the five talented, bright students who were taken
away and their fellow classmates who were sitting quietly in class
taking notes on a cold, snowy Valentine’s Day.

Respectfully,

NIRC Board of Directors




Coaches’ Corner

As a reading coach, the primary goals are “to support the work of the classroom teacher and develop a
reading program that it is effective for all students.” (Bean, 2004)

Wow! This directive sounds to me that | am to be a Jack-of-all- Approaches/Methods and Master- of- All.
That is a tall order. It even seems a bit unrealistic. How am I, one person, to inform teachers of all the
various methods, strategies, programs, and materials to teach all levels of children to read so that they
leave the classroom each year reading and comprehending at or above grade level? On the other hand,
isn't my mantra “A// Children Can Learn to Read”? Oh my! That is my philosophy! “HELP! I am over-my-
head!” | better find out what reading researchers and gurus believe to be best practices in teaching
reading. After all, my best ideas in education have been stolen from other teachers. | have had few
original ideas. Sometimes, | come up with an idea to improve instruction after the book about it has been
published. I guess | will have to continue this life of professional idea-lifting and seek out workshops and
conferences as well as professional books in order to pilfer the information | need. First of all, | am going
to join lllinois Reading Council / Northern lllinois Reading so that I can network with other reading coaches.
Next, | am going to register for a local workshop or conference to gather the information I need. NIU-NIRC
Summer Conference is certainly close by, and it is held after school year ( June 13, 16-19). Finally, I am
going to begin reading professional books, ones that | know are written by notable authors of reading
education: Reading Essentials by Regie Routman, What Really Matters for Struggling Readers by Richard
Allington, 7he Reading Zone by Nancy Atwell, Reading for Meaning by Debbie Miller, Strategies that Work
by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Gouvis, Mosaics of Thought by Ellin Keene and Susan Zimmerman . | better
get started . | only have three months until the next teaching year begins.

Submitted by Betsy Hoelting
Washington Elementary School Belvidere, IL
Reading specialist and first grade teacher

*This is a new feature to the NIRC Newsletter. Its purpose is to provide practical tips to improve classroom
instruction for reading coaches in our region. These tjps are provided by reading specialists and coaches.
So, If you would like to suggest a teaching practice that has improved classroom instruction, please submit
it to the NIRC Newsletter editor.

Bean,R. The Reading Specialist: Leadership for the Classroom, School, and Community, Guilford Press, NY,
2004

The Secondary Reading League’s
32" Annual Day of Reading Conference
Saturday, November 8, 2008
Tinley Park, IL
Featuring:
Lois Duncan, author of DOWN A DARK HALL; GALLOWS HILL; STRANGER WITH MY
FACE; THE TWISTED WINDOW
AND
Cris Tovani, author of | READ IT BUT | DON'T GET IT; DO | REALLY HAVE TO TEACH

READING? COMPREHENDING CONTENT THOUGHTFUL READING
www.dayofreading.org




VIDEO STAFF DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Instructions: A $50 deposit is required to obtain a tape. The tape will be
mailed postage-paid on a 2-week lending basis. The borrower is required to
pay return postage. To obtain a tape, please fill out this form and return it
with a check for $50 payable to NIRC. Send to Prof. Kristen Stombres,
Judson College, 1151 N. State St., Elgin, IL 60123. 847-628-1083;
kstombres@judsoncollege.edu.

Name

Address

Telephone (home & work)

Name & # of video requested:

App. date of use: (contact coordinator to ask about availability.)

Using for inservice? Yes No

Please return my deposit check when videos are returned to
NIRC. OR Please tear up my deposit check when videos are
returned to NIRC.

VIDEO SELECTION

#1--Inside the Writing Traits Classroom K-2 Lessons--Ruth Culham has
designed trait-based lessons to support young writers as they draft, revise,
edit, and publish their work. This package includes a 48-page spiralbound
guide that clearly describes the lessons and a 34 minute DVD that shows
those lessons in action. Culham breaks down the writing process so
primary teachers can implement the traits at every stage.

#2—Transacting with Literature—Video demonstrates the use of both
fiction & nonfiction to help students understand & value literature. One
group of 8 and 9-year-olds reads books on Japan & holds group
discussions, & is involved in related science & social studies activities. The
second vignette involves 10 & 11-year-olds discussing the critical events of
several books related to the theme of understanding others; illustrating both
the management aspects of this strategy & the teacher-led discussion
techniques.

#3—The Writing Process—Video presents two different but
complementary methods to approach the writing process first with 7-8-
year-olds, then with 10-11-year-olds.

#4--Teaching Apostrophes--In this fifteen minute DVD, Jeff Anderson
uses playful strategies and mentor text to engage writers in grammar and
editing. Jeff's sixth grade students search through a text excerpt to find
examples of apostrophes and then categorize them as possessives or
contractions based on a wall chart the class has compiled.

#5—The Four Blocks: A Framework for Reading & Writing in
Classrooms That Work—Patricia Cunningham & Dottie Hall welcome you
to see teachers implementing the 4-block approach to reading & writing.
This video puts into action the concepts & techniques introduced in
Classrooms That Work and Phonics They Use. Video features several
teachers at three different schools using multilevel activities in the 4-blocks:
guided reading, self-selected reading, writers’ workshop, & words activities.
App. 60 minutes.

#6—Building Blocks: A Framework for Reading & Writing in
Kindergartens that Work—Cunningham & Hall have written Making
Words and Making Big Words, as well as the above Four-Blocks video. In
this video Cunningham & Hall demonstrate activities with reading, writing,
letters, sounds, & words that will be discussed, modeled, and practiced in
this kindergarten video. App. 60 minutes.

#7—Using the “Making Words” Strategy to Strengthen Students’
Phonemic Awareness & Phonics Skills, K-2—

This video training program explains & demonstrates Cunningham & Hall’'s
strategy to improve your students’ reading & writing skills. Actual lesson
segments taught by experienced teacher & national trainer Judy Lynch
provide modeling & practical tips that enable you to immediately include
“Making Words” in your classroom literacy program.

#8—Inside Reading & Writing Workshops—This set of four, 20-minute
videos producted by Straylight Media in 1998 includes “Reading Mini-
lessons;” ““Writing Mini-lessons;” “Reading Conferences;” & “Writing
Conferences.” Videos feature Joanne Hindley and her 3¢ grade students in
New York City; shows how Hindley deals with the diversity of students as
readers & writers.



#9—A Close-Up Look at Teaching Reading—This 1996 Heinemann
series of four 20-minute videos features Sharon Taberski and is set in a 2™
grade classroom, presenting a framework for reading instruction upon
which teachers can reflect & expand. Tapes include: “Independent Reading
& Reading Share;” “Read Aloud & Shared Reading;” “Reading
Conferences;” & “Guided Reading.”

#10—Guided Reading: Grades 3-8—This 55-minute video & handbook by
Gretchen Courtney demonstrate the technique of guided reading in the
upper grades. Video offers information for a balanced literacy program,
highlighting the use of Guided Reading. Two guided reading sessions are
shown in their entirety, along with advice & planning information from
educators.

#11—Comprehension Strategies that Help Your Struggling Students
Be More Successful Readers, Gr.2-5—BER Publications presents Linda
Hoyt, a recognized expert in the field of reading. Hoyt demonstrates
comprehension strategies helpful to all readers, but especially useful to
readers who struggle to construct meaning from text. Techniques modeled
by Hoyt with groups of children grades two to five.

#12—Using Modeled Writing to Maximize Your Students’ Growth in
Writing & Reading—This 2-video program from BER Publications is
intended for teachers of K-1. Modeled writing enables students at a variety
of levels of literacy to learn & grow together as the teacher incorporates
elements of phonemic awareness, phonics skills, concepts of print,
extension of text, use of descriptive language, & other key techniques into
her daily lesson.

#13--Editing Invitations--This fifteen minute DVD takes you into Jeff
Anderson’s sixth-grade classroom in Texas as Jeff demonstrates how he
naturally links grammar instruction to writer’s craft through his “Invitations to
Notice,” a warm-up activity used at the beginning of writer's workshops to
help students learn to pay close attention to mechanics, style, and craft.
They can be used as an alternative to “Daily Oral Language.”

#14—Happy Reading—Creating a Predictable Structure for Joyful
Teaching & Learning—Debbie Miller, first grade teacher and author of
Reading With Meaning, shows how she sustains a thoughtful primary
reading program that challenges and supports readers of all abilities and
needs. Three 30-minute videos & viewing guide feature many classroom
segments and Miller’s reflections.

#15—Using State-of-the-Art Strategies for Teaching Writing to
Maximize Your Students’ Growth in Writing & Reading—This video
training program demonstrates practical & dynamic ways to support &
stretch the writing progress of our K-1 students. BER Publications.

#16--Thoughtful Reading-Teaching Comprehension to Adolescents--
Stenhouse Publisher, Cris Tovani. Prepare to enter a remarkable HIGH
SCHOOL classroom where students who are reluctant to read are
developing new skills and redefining their sense of themselves as readers. .
(4-tape set)

#17--Strategic Thinking, Reading, and Responding--

Grades 4-8, Stenhouse Publishers, Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis
This 4-tape series builds on the comprehension instruction in the book,
Strategies That Work. Harvey and Goudvis spend a week in middle school
language arts instruction. They focus on teaching the comprehension
strategies of inferring in fiction and determining importance in nonfiction.

#18--Using a Six Trait Model to Strengthen Students’ Writing

Grades K-2, DVD Set, Bureau of Education & Research. What is the best
way to begin six trait writing instruction with primary-age children? How can
kdg., first and second grade teachers launch their students as writers—
starting at the very beginning of the school year? This portion focuses on
effective primary-grade writing instruction early in the school year.

#19--The Daily Five Alive!

Grades K-2, DVD, 85 minutes, Stenhouse Publishers. This video
complements the book by Gail Boushey & Jean Moser (“The Sisters”) and
focuses on three of the five “Dailies”-Read to Self, Read to Someone, and
Work on Writing.

#20--Making the Most of News Magazines—4th & 5th grade students use
binders to organize their weekly news magazines for use throughout the
year as part of the social studies curriculum. An elementary principal,
discusses the many natural curriculum extensions that come from having
an assortment of current short text at every student’s fingertips for
skimming, sorting, and classifying.

#21--Step-by-Step Assessment Guide to Code Breaking--Richard
Gentry has translated a pivotal body of research on early literacy into a
practical assessment/teaching resource that guides you as you learn the
five phases of reading development. Within minutes, you will be able to
determine a child’s literacy phase. You have the power to make sure that
every child cracks the code!




NORTHERN ILLINOIS READING COUNCIL

an affiliate of the International Reading Association (IRA)

Presents .L
Resources for Parents and Teachers ’

G irens tieragy, $1.00 Each
| iy Children’s Literacy (English) (2002)

nnnnn

INTRODUCTION

CREATING A LTSy vromen NEW! Literatura Infantil (Spanish) (2005)
oo v Children’s Writing (English) (2003)
0/-.
To order these valuable resources please '@& Children's Writing S

¥ A Resource for Parents and Teachers

send completed form and payment to:

Kristen Stombres, Coordinator

INTRODUCTION

Judson College EARLY WRITING

CREATING A WRITING ENVIRONMENT
1151 N ) State WRITERS NEED IDEAS
Elgln IL 60123 WRITERS NEED WORDS

! SPELLING STAGES

THE TRAITS OF 600D WRITING
847_628_108_3 THE GENRES OF WRITING
kstombres@judsoncollege.edu REsOURGES

Order Form
Name: Phone Number

E-Mail Address
Ship to:

Shipping Address
City/State/Zip:

[ ] Children’s Literacy Number of Copies X $1.00 per copy =

|:| Literatura Infantil Number of Copies X $1.00 per copy =
(Spanish)

[ ] children’s Writing Number of Copies X $1.00 per copy =

*Shipping =

* Shippin TOTAL =

1-5 copies $0.75

6 or more copies 15% of total -
Payment:
D Check enclosed
Make checks payable to: Northern lllinois Reading Council |:| PO #
(Please do not enclose cash.)




FREE WORKSHOP FOR NIRC MEMBERS!!!
SAVE the DATE!

The Northern lllinois Reading Council will host a member appreciation event on August 7, 2008
from 8:30 — 1:00 p.m. at Kishwaukee Community College in Malta, lllinois.

Igniting Writing for ISAT will be presented by Dr. Pam Farris and Dr. Donna Werderich. Ideas
for K-8 teachers, reading specialists or content area teachers will be shared. Lunch will be
provided. There will be no charge for this event for NIRC members. You will receive details and
registration information in a separate mailing.

<= Northern lllinois Reading Council
c/o0 Patty Rieman & Joe Pourroy

615 N. Seventh St.

DeKalb, lllinois 60115-3421

PLEASE FORWARD






