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Greetings from the President

Although the obstacles to
actually teaching have be-
come increasingly more
time-consuming, you have
taken those challenges and
honorably kept the best
interests of your students
at the forefront. Reflect-
ing on fall 2014, one can
find evidence of the many
accomplishments educa-
tors were able to make.
Establishing classrooms
that support student learn-
ing — from routines to cur-
riculum taught — you have
made and continue to
make a difference in the
lives of your students and
their families.

Your MID-State Reading
Council Board made and
continues to make com-
mitments to offer support

to you and your students
as you move forward
through the school year.
For teachers, MID-State
partnered with the
ROE#17 and Unit 5 to
present Neal Shusterman
followed by local teachers
sharing strategies to en-
gage students in deeper
understanding of Mr. Shus-
terman’s work. Mr. Shus-
terman offered insights to
his stories and shared
strategies for successful
writer’s workshop on No-
vember |9 at Kingsley Jun-

ior High School.

Family literacy was high-
lighted through MID-
State’s donations of book-
shelves to three local fami-
lies at Habitat for Humani-
ty’s house blessings on

November |5. A special
thank you goes out to North-
point Elementary School’s
student council for raising
funds for many of the donat-
ed books. Other books were
purchased with proceeds
from our Barnes and Noble
Bookfair October 18 and ad-
ditional books were donated

by STAR Literacy.

MID-State plans additional
support for area teachers and
students in 2015. We await
information regarding addi-
tional Habitat for Humanity
house blessings to get books
in the hands of readers. A
relaxing evening at White
Oak Winery called Wine-a-
Read is scheduled for Thurs-
day, April 23, that will include
light snacks and book talks for
all [continued on next page]

IllinOiS Read S-Christa Hoder (Family Literacy Chairperson)

lllinois Reads is an exciting
initiative sponsored by the
lllinois Reading Council. Its
aim is to promote literacy
across the state of lllinois
among all ages! The lllinois
Reads concept is to encour-
age lllinoisans to read books
by authors with ties to llli-

nois. The books for 2015
have just been announced.
(Please see the attached flyer
to view the books listed for
each category). Some excit-
ing additions coming this year
are close reading lesson plans
created for books by literacy
experts. To kick off this initi-

ative consider attending the
launching party in Westmont,
lllinois on Saturday, April 18™.
At the launching party many of
the authors of the IL reads
books will be available for
book signings. Be sure to visit
the IL reads website for more

information: www.illinoisreads.org.



http://www.illinoisreads.org
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ages of readers. We are
in the beginning stages of
organizing a book study
using Jay Asher’s, Thirteen
Reasons Why for four one
-hour sessions in May and
June. Arrangements for
professional development
and a possible Skype ses-
sion with the author are
in the works.
Congratulations on your

Mark those new calendars
with fun events that you
don’t want to miss...

Mo Willems Party,
Monday, February 16
from 10 am to noon.
Come celebrate with Ele-
phant and Piggy, Leonardo,
Knuffle Bunny and all the
great characters from Mo
Willems books on this
special day. Drop in to
make some great crafts
and do fun activities, (in
the Children’s Room).
Happy Birthday, Dr.
Seuss, Saturday, February
28 froml | am to | pm
Beginning with a Seussical
Story Time, this birthday
celebration will include
games, crafts, and fun as
only Dr. Seuss can create.

MID-STATE READING COUNCIL

journey with your stu-
dents so far! Your dedi-
cation has a positive im-
pact and MID-State is
here to help you. We
look forward to your par-
ticipation in the events

coming to our area.

Sincerely,

/Vlary Current

Do you want to have
some fun? Welcome,
welcome, everyone!

In partnership with Unit-
ed Way McLean County,
(in the Children’s Room).
Storytimes for every
age are scheduled reg-
ularly- check the web-
site for details
www.bloomingtonlibr

ary.org.
Lapsits are for infants

and their parents Tues-
days, 10 am and 6:30 pm.
Toddler Time for 19-
35 months old with par-
ents on Thursdays at 10
and 10:30 am and also on
Mondays at 10 am.
Preschool Storytime
for ages 3-5 years who
are independent listeners

..breetings From the President ...

Gr e at N ew Ye ar ’S Eve nt S @ B PL—(}eorgianne Schau (Bloomington Public Library Liaison)

- Wednesdays at 10
am.

2" Monday Story
Club for kids in
grades | —4 at 6:30
pm-monthly.
Beginning Reader
Club for kids in
grades K-2 Thursdays,
6:30 pm February 5,
February 19, March 5,
March 19.

Move and Learn for
young learners ages 19
months to 5 years old,
Fridays, 10 am-
February 6, 13, and 20
and March 6, 13, and
20.

- . S S S - O S e e e .


http://www.bloomingtonlibrary.org
http://www.bloomingtonlibrary.org
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Join us for MID-State’s

Wine-a-Read!

This casuval evening was planned with your love of books in mind. Enjoy snacks, door prizes, and drinks
as you listen fo Bames & Noble experts share and suggest some great fitles for vour classroom and
personal reading.

PIHOT GRIGID

April 23+, 2015 | 5:30- 7:30 PM
White Oak Vineyards, Inc.
8444 County Road 2100 Morth | Cardock, IL

In crder for us to plan accordingly, please fill out the registration form below. Be sure to invite a friend
or two to join you!l

~

~

Name: Ernail:

$5.00 Payment: Check # enclosed

Please send the registrafion and check by mail fo:
Meaghan Schiller

2808 Breerewcod Blvd.
Bloomington, IL

For other poyment amangements, you may also email Meaghan Schiller at schillerm@units.org

-

N

/

——————————————————————————————————————_,
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Renew that MID-State Membership!
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Do you see a Kindle in brand new Kindle! The Not sure when your mem-
your future? If you do, raffle will take place bership expires? No wor-
and if you have renewed  during our Wine-a- ries! You'll receive an e-

your IRC membership Read event in April, mail or a call from a mem-

between March 31*, with more details to bership team member as a

2014 and March 31%, follow. friendly reminder.
2015, your name will be
entered into a raffle for a

“«GOOGLE Winter Events @ the Normal Library— Katrina Pollitt (NPL Liaison)

CAN BRING
- Be sure to check out the

YOU BACK winter events at Normal
Public Library by logging

100,000 on to their website. The
ANSWERS, A website is
www.normalpl.org/
LIBRARIAN calendar. There are

events for all ages! Also,
check out their Adult
YOU BACK Winter Reading Program
while you look around

CAN BRING

THE RIGHT . .
their website!

ONE.”

-NEIL

SAIMAN
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ILLINOIS READS
A READING STATE OF MIND

Saturday, April 18, 2015

Westmont High School
909 North Oakwood Drive
Westmont, lllinois

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Everyone Is Invited to the launch of the 2015
lllincls Reads Program. Many authors wlll be
present, bring your books, and have them signed
at this event! Books willl also be avallable for
purchase from Anderson’s Bookshops.

ILLINOIS
READS

Visit our website for more information
www.illinoisreads.org

Birth-4 3-5 g-12
Claszhe Badtime Sionkas Iggy Loovmis, Swpevdd in Training Boursignies
il Soof Gustafson by Janniler Alison Ery Sally M. Walker
Farii! el On the Wings of Hanoes Faunk Ling
by Matthew Cordall by Richard Peck by Chirista Deasir
W You Ware & Pands Badar Rurmg I Tha Afar
by Flarenca Minor, il Wandall Minos by Liasl Shurtiff by Darnitria Linsita
My Thave Always B Sunshing The Sbefy-Eight Rooms For Adasks
by Jim Gill, il Susies Signorina-Richands by Marianne Malone by John Grsen
Pugs in a Bug Star Wars Jod) Academy Rottears
by Carolyn Crimi, il Stephanis Buscema by Jaffray Beown By Diaunied K raus
Toos, Ears, & Nose Witai the Moon Said Wicked Girls
by Marion Dane Bauer, il Karen Kalz by Ganle Hosanghan by Slepharie Hamghill
K-2 6-8 Adult
Ban Frankiin's Bly Spiash I3 Minules The Bomower
by Barh Rosensiock, il D. Schindar by Todd Hasak Lowy by Rabecca Makkai
Crraberes The Art of Secrots The Day | Ate Whatever | Wantad
by Aanan Reynolds, il Dan Santat by James Klise by Elizabath Barg
Edward Hopper Painks His Warkd The Familly Romanow: Musdey, Rebeilion, and Herogs Arg My Wiaknees
by Rabert Budsigh, il Wendal Minar the Faill of impavial Russha by Susan Eizabeth Philips
Lith Lincy Goas fo Schoo! by Candace Fleming Idaratical
by llena Coopar Irshurnan By Soott Turow
Lian, Lioa by Kt Falls Morstars: The 1885 Chicags Baars and the
by Miiriarn Busch, @l Larry Dy The Mark of e Dragardy Wil Haart of Fooiball
Taies dor Vary Picky Eators by Jalsigh Johnsan by Rich Coben
by Josh Schneider The Lighy Ona Wit Bty
by Leanns Statland Ellis by Elizabath Blackwall
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Read Across America

Oh, the Places You'll Go
when you read! March
2" 2015 is National Edu-
cation Association’s
(NEA) Read Across
America Day, and this
year the theme book is
the Seuss classic, Oh, the
Places You'll Go. NEA is
calling America’s children,
both young and old, to
reward their learning by
celebrating the joys of
reading on Dr. Seuss’s
birthday.

reading and encourage
more adults to spend
time reading with their
children, the National Ed-
ucation Association
launched the first Read
Across America day in
1998. On March 2™,
2015, NEA's Read Across
America will

mark seventeen years of
celebrating reading and
the birthday of Dr. Seuss.
So from coast to coast,
teachers, celebrities, com-
munity members, and par-
ents are putting aside the

many hats they wear for

work and play and donning

their reading hats, the red

and white striped stovepipe

hat of the Cat in the Hat.

Let's all join together on
March 2", and every day
thereafter, to ensure that
children have caring adults
to share books and rich

reading experiences.

Don’t miss all of the in-

credible resources available

for educators on the NEA
website: www.nea.org.

To get kids excited about

M O n ey, M O n ey, M O n GY! —Trisha Warner-(Grants Chairperson)

MID-State members will
serve on the review com-
mittee using a blind re-
view process. Grant re-
cipients will be informed
of their awards by email

by the May 15, 2015.

Have an idea to promote
literacy in your classroom,
but lack the funds?

nity without a public
library. The second
grant funded a boys’
book club—targeting
struggling and reluctant
readers--over the lunch
hour at a high school.
MID-State is thrilled to
support the literacy of
its members’ students,
please consider applying
for a grant this year.
The form for grant re-
quests may be found at
http://goo.gl/forms/
DRRDK4gzaB

The MID-State Reading
Council annually awards a
financial grant up to $1,000
to individual council mem-
bers for the purpose of
promoting the literacy of
children & teens in the
classroom. Each applicant
must be a current member
of the MID-State Reading
Council. A committee of

Last year MID-State
awarded two grants. One
grant funded a Little Free
Library in front of an ele-
mentary school to pro-
vide free books through-
out the year in a commu-

J\) /.
}
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;- MID-State Participates in an IRC-ILA International Literacy Project \
—(Carol Owles-(MID-State Treasurer and IRC international Projects Chairperson)
Our MID-State Reading presenting at this confer- ~ Guatemalan Reading
Council is supporting one  ence, along with a total Council to distribute
of our International Pro- of about 70 colleagues to schools (teachers
jects from the lllinois from across the US. and children) in Guate-
Reading Council and the Because teachers in Gua-  mala. This money was
International Literacy As- temala earn an average of raised from the sales
sociation (new name for only $300 to $400 per of Guatemalan handi-
the International Reading month, the cost of this crafts at our annual
Association). Ourlocal  conference—300 Quet-  State Conference. IRC
council is helping four zals or the equivalent of Lo pers including
teachers attend the Guate-  $50—is very high for ’
lan Reading Conf R our own MID-State
malan Reading Lonterence  them. Their living ex- members. senerousl
on February 18-20,2015,  penses must take prece- » Eenerously “LITERACY
b ing thei istration support this project by
Y paying their regis dence over attendance at . , IS A BRIDGE
f Our State Council i purchasing these arti-
ees. Lu ) this event. Therefore, FROM
IRC, of which we are an - i cles. The profits from
’ many teachers miss this . MISERY TO
affiliate, is collecting the opportunity to enhance the sales paid for the »
h hips f mini-libraries. Books HOPE.
teacher sponsorships from  their teaching. It is cer- in Guatemala are much - KOFI
Councils throughout llli- i indi
tainly not indifference needed and are a very ANNAN
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nois and will send one
check to the Consejo de
Lectura de Guatemala to
help support teachers at-
tend this literacy confer-
ence. So far, our state is
supporting about 20 teach-
ers in this developing Cen-
tral American country. Six
IRC members will be trav-
eling to Guatemala and

that keeps these teachers
from attending the bi-
annual conference and
taking advantage of this
professional development
opportunity.

Also, in December of
2014, IRC sent a little
over $1555 in Spanish
books, in the form of
mini libraries, to the

sparse resource. As
MID-State mem-
bers we are part of
IRC and ILA, which
gives us more power
in supporting literacy,
not only in our own
community, but helping
children throughout
our world!

Need professional development?

Check out IRC's website for Wired Wednesdays. Rmazing researchers and
useful ideas are yours! Visit hittp://wwwi.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/images/
Wired_Weds_2014.pdf for more information!


http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/images/Wired_Weds_2014.pdf
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/images/Wired_Weds_2014.pdf

MID-State Reading Council

MID-State Reading Council is your local chap-
ter of the lllinois Reading Council. It is a pro-
ductive organization that works to raise aware-
ness of literacy and its uses throughout the ar-
ea. It was founded 57 years ago and has a
strong membership base. MID-State Reading

Council sponsors literacy events for teachers,

E-mail: mid-state@illinoisreadingcouncil.org

ways. Please check out our webpage at http://

www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/localcouncils/

midstate.html for more information. The

council is also on facebook and has a blog. Get

involved today!
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MID-State Calendar of Events 2014-2015

February

26th — MID-State meeting at Barnes
and Noble @4:30 p.m.

31** — Last day to renew your mem-
bership to MID-State Reading
Council to be included for the
April drawing for
Kindle or similar device

March

Habitat for Humanity house blessings
(tentative)

5% — MID-State meeting at Barnes
and Noble @4:30 p.m.

31** — Last day to renew your mem-
bership to MID-State Reading
Council to be included for the
April drawing for
Kindle or similar device

April
Barnes and Noble Bookfair (date
TBD)
9 — MID-State meeting at Barnes
and Noble @ 4:30 p.m.

23" — Wine-a-Read at White Oak
Winery in Carlock

May

14™ — MID-State meeting at Barnes
and Noble @ 4:30 p.m.

June

Book study (more information in our
spring newsletter)



http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/localcouncils/midstate.html
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/localcouncils/midstate.html
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/localcouncils/midstate.html

