
Welcome to a new school year!! 

I hope your year is off to a 

wonderful and exciting start. 

My name is Katie Albritton and 

I am the co-president of MID-

State. I am excited to share 

my position as co-president 

with Carol Owles. We are both 

looking forward to a great year 

of working with our members, 

as well as encouraging new 

members to join in on the won-

derful things that MID-State 

has to offer. 

 Over the summer our 

board attended the IRC con-

ference at Grand Bear Lodge, 

where we planned several pro-

fessional development opportu-

nities for the year. We are 

looking forward to all of our 

activities and hope to see many 

of you there. Our first profes-

sional development opportunity 

is October 16th, “A Night of 

Inspiration.” We are fortunate 

to have Broomer Crotty as our 

keynote speaker and several 

breakout sessions. 

 I am very excited to 

be part of a wonderful group 

of people at MID-State. I am 

hoping to see you at many of 

the events coming up. Please 

bring a friend, co-worker, pre-

service teachers, or member 

with you to our events. Looking 

forward to seeing you on Oc-

tober 16th for a “Night of 

Inspiration.” The evening 

should be a wonderful experi-

ence for all.   

So many books, so little time.  But plenty of MID-
State opportunities for professional growth!! 
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  Here is a list of officers for the current school 

year.  They are: 

Co-presidents:  Katie Albritton & Carol Owles 

Vice-President:  Kari Hennenfent 

Secretary:  Noma Simpson 

Co-Treasurers:  Liz Luering & Mary Current 

Membership Chair:  Bridget Carroll 

Newsletter/Publicity/Webmaster: Anne Atteberry 

Hospitality:  Donna Rollins 

Government Relations: Henry Walker 

Parents in Reading:  Debbie Johnson & Donna 

Matlock 

Newspapers in Education:  Alex Kashner 

Adult & Family Literacy:  Brittney Minton 

Bloomington Library Liaison:Georgianne Schau 

Normal Library Liaison:  Katrina Pollitt 

Barnes & Noble Liaison:  Tara Jacquin 

  We hope you will support them and look for ways 

that you  can  get involved. We currently have an 

opening on our Grants committee.  If interested, 

please contact  Katie Albritton or Carol Owles. 

  Interested in getting involved, but not as an 

officer or committee chair?  How about serving 

as an “at large”  board member and contact per-

son for your school/district?  If this appeals to 

you, please contact us!  We need you! 

From the Co -PresidentõS 
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Contact your Co-Presidents at: 

Katie - albrittk@unit5.org  

Carol - csowles@ilstu.edu  



Please send them to:: 

Carol Owles 

8325 Edgewater Drive 

Carlock, IL  61725 

        OR 

Katie Albritton 

313 Glenn Avenue 

Normal, IL 61761 

Would you like some extra $$ to use 

for materials in your classroom or to 

buy those supplies that would make a 

special project one of your best yet?  

Now is the time to apply for the Carol 

Berry Memorial Literacy Grant, 

awarded each year by Mid-State Read-

ing Council.  This year MID-State will 

be awarding grants for up to $500 each 

to deserving educators to enhance liter-

acy in your classroom and school.  

There will be at least two grants 

awarded January 24, 2008 at our 

Winter Dinner Meeting.  To apply, 

just fill out the grant application 

found  in this newsletter.  Any ques-

tions?  Just call Katie Albritton at 

(309) 454-7946 or Carol Owles at 

(309) 376-7031.  The grant applica-

tions are due January 9, 2008.   
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2007 -2008 MID -State reading council 

Program of events  

Free Money fo r  your  c lassroom!  
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Inspiration Mini-Conference with keynote speaker, Boomer Crotty 

Tuesday, October 16, 2007       5:15 – 8:00 p.m.   Cost:  $10.00 Members, $15.00 Non-members, $5.00 University Students 

Kingsley Jr. High School    Contact:  Katie Albritton @ (309) 454-7946 

303 Kingsley Street                           Carol Owles @ (309) 376-7031  

Normal, IL        

Carnival of Reading with storyteller, Linda Gorham 

Friday, November 2, 2007     6:30 – 8:00 p.m.   A free community event!  

Bloomington Junior High School               Contact: Carol Owles @ (309) 376-7031 

901 N. Colton Avenue        Katie Albritton @ (309) 454-7946 

Bloomington, IL   

Educatorsõ Breakfast at Barnes & Noble & YA ð Y Not? 

Saturday, October 20, 2007      8:00 – 11:00 a.m.     No cost to participants! 

Barnes & Noble Bookstore                    Contact: Kari Hennenfent @ (309) 862-2853 

1701 E. Empire                                                         Tara Jacquin @ (309) 664-7954  

Bloomington, IL    

Dinner Meeting with speakers on Autism, Stacey Bock & Nikki Kempel 

Thursday, January 24, 2008      6:00 – 8:00 p.m.      Cost to attendees:  Your dinner selection! 

Biaggi’s Ristorante Italiano                     Contact: Carol Owles @ (309) 376-7031 

1501 N. Veteran’s Parkway       Katie Albritton @ (309) 454-7946 

Bloomington, IL    

Book Discussion, featuring book(s) by our summer author, Kathleen Baxter 

Tuesday, April, 15, 2008 Time & Location TBD! Contact: Kari Hennenfent @ (309) 862-2853 

Prairie Literacy Conference with speaker-author, Kathleen Baxter 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008      8:30 a.m. ð 3:30 p.m. Cost for the day-long workshop is $75. 

 Location to be determined! Contact: Kari Hennenfent @ (309) 862-2853   
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Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grant 

This January MID-State Reading Council will be awarding at least two Carol Berry Memorial Literacy Grants 

for up to $500 each.  Grants are awarded based on the worthiness of the project described in the application 

and the completeness of the information provided.  The grants chosen will be awarded at our Winter Dinner 

Meeting on January 24, 2008.  We are  looking forward to awarding these grants and finding out what this 

year’s recipients will be doing with their funding.  Applications are due by January 9, 2008. 

Recent grant winners have chosen to use their money in a variety of creative ways.  MID-State has funded 

projects to develop multi-cultural literature collections, the use of literature in hands-on science, family lit-

eracy programs, classroom animal projects with accompanying literature,   books and related puppets, and 

“Caught You Reading” posters and bookmarks.  Fire up those creative juices that are constantly flowing in 

your classroom, put them down on paper, and try for the funding this grant provides!  Don’t miss this opportu-

nity to help fund your classroom or group reading/writing project.  If you have any questions, call Carol 

Owles at  (309) 376-7031 or Katie Albritton at (309) 454-7946, MID-Stateõs co-presidents. 

MID-State Reading Councilõs 

Carol Berry Memorial  

Literacy Grant Application 

Award Amount:  Up to $500 

Your application should include the following items: 

           Program/Project Title: 

           Date of Project: 

           Place: 

       I.    Statement of Purpose: 

                  II.   Needs Statement: 

       III.  Description of Population served: 

                  IV.  Description of Project: 

                  V.   Itemized Budget: 

                  VI.  Plan for publicity: 

                  VII. Plan for Evaluation: 

          Contact Person: 

          Phone: 

          Street Address: 

          City and Zip: 

          Date of application: 

Return your application to:   Carol Owles                  Katie Albritton  

                8325 Edgewater Dr.  or    313 Glenn Ave.  

                Carlock, IL  61725          Normal, IL  61761   

                                                                                              



*Tuesday, April 15, 2008 

Book Discussion, featuring books 

authored by our Summer Confer-

ence 

Speaker, Kathleen Baxter 

(Books will be available for pur-

chase at our Winter Dinner Meet-

ing.) 

 

*Wednesday, June 25, 2008  

Prairie Literacy Conference 

Author/Teacher/ Librarian, Kath-

leen Baxter, Keynote Speaker 

Getting Boys to Read & Reading 

Non-fiction 

*Thursday, January 24, 2008 

Winter dinner Meeting at Bi-

aggiõs 

Speakers from ISUõs Autism 

Spectrum Center, 

Stacey Bock & Nikki Kempel 

Focus on Helping Autistic Chil-

dren in our Classrooms 

 

*March 13-15, 2008 

Illinois Reading Council Confer-

ence 

òLiteracy:  Unleash the Poweró 

Springfield, IL 
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Save These Dates on Your 2008 Calendar!! 

(Great Opportunities for Learning and Professional Development) 

and topics:   

October 8       Black and White and 

Red (Read) All Over 

November 12  Using Your Noodle 

December 10  Deck the Halls 

January 14      What Stinks? 

February 11    Big and Bad 

March 10        Underwear and 

Other Unruly Clothes 

April 14          Buzz Buzz 

 

The DePriest Puppets will be at 

the Bloomington Library on Sat-

urday, November 17, at 2 p.m. in 

the Community Room.  Mario-

nettes will perform the story of 

Sleeping Beauty.  This free pro-

gram is for all ages. 

2nd Monday Story Clubð  Stu-

dents in grades 1-3 are invited to 

the Story Room at 6:30 to hear 

wonderful stories on a wide range 

of topics. 

Here is a list of the planned dates 
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Bloomington pub l i c  l ib rary  events  



YA? Y Not?! 
A Creative Way to Share Literature Socially  

SPONSORED BY: 

Barnes & Noble Booksellers  

& 

MIDState Reading Council  
 

THE BENEFITS: 

Learn about great books and share great ideas! 

Meet the most invested and involved educators in Central Illinois 

Go shopping (with a discount!) 

Door prizes! 

Free food and drinks! 

Earn CPDUs! 
 

WHAT DO I DO?: 

Choose a book from the List 

Read it 

Share your thoughts at the meeting 

Have fun! 
 

WHEN AND WHERE: 

9:00 am ð 11:00 am the third Saturday of each month 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

Please see www.midstatereading.org for each monthõs book list. 

Questions may be directed to: 

Kari Hennenfent   hennenfk@unit5.org  phone (309)888-6917 

Tara Jacquin crm2590@bn.com phone (309)664-7954 

September: Banned Books 

October: Shiver Givers 

November: Multiple Narrators 

December: Arm Chair Travel 

January: Bildungsromans  

February: Graphic Novels 

March: Caudill Nominees 2009 

April: Fugitive Factor 

May: Nothing But the Truth  

June: Fairy Tales Retold 



Barnes & Noble  

Educator Breakfast  
 

Saturday, October 20 th  at 8:00 AM  
 

Barnes & Noble  
1701 E. Empire  

Bloomington, IL 61701  
 

All Pre -K through 12 Educators are invited to :  
ÁEarn up to 3 Free CPDUõs from Mid -State Reading  

Council by participating in Book Ta lks 

ÁRenew your Educator Discount Card  

and save 25% on personal  purchases!  

ÁShop with personal assistants!  

ÁFree Continental Break fast  

ÁWin Raffles and Give -a-ways! 

ÁFind out about Community Events and Education Programs!  

ÁLearn how Barnes & Noble can help you  

SAVE  money and  MAKE  money for all your classroom needs!  
 

Save 25% on most classroom & personal purchases  
all week October 13 th  ð 21st 

 

Contact Tara Jacquin for more information:  
(309) 664-7954 

CRM2590@bn.com  
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MID-State Reading Council  

proudly presentsé 

An Evening of 

Inspiration 

What:   Inspiration is a mini-conference for teachers.  It includes a box lunch dinner, keynote speaker Boomer 
Crotty, and a carousel of sessions that focus on topics of current educational issues. Boomer Crotty will be 
presenting "25 books That Can Change a Child's World," a hands-on cross curricular, visual, auditory, tactile, and 

kinesthetic presentation. Participants receive 2 CPDUs. 

 

When:  Tuesday October 16, 2007 

 

Time:  5:15 ð 8:00 pm 

 

Where:  Kingsley Junior High School 

    303 Kingsley (main) Street 

    Normal, IL  61761 

 

Cost:  $5 for pre-service teachers 

 $10 for MID-State Reading Council members 

 $15 for non MID-State members 

 

Agenda: 5:15 ð5:45    Box lunch dinner and Mid-State Meeting 

    5:45 -6:45   Keynote Speaker- Boomer Crotty 

  6:50 ð 7:20   Session 1 

  7:25 ð 7:55   Session 2 

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ­­­­­­­­­­­­­­ __________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________ Zip: _____________   Phone:  _______________________________ 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

(You will receive an e-mail confirmation when your registration is received) 

 

Please check one:   

____ $5 pre-service teacher 

____ $10 MID-State members 

____ $15 non-MID-State member 

  

                                             

Send registration to:    

Katie Albritton            Katie Albritton 

313 Glenn Ave  Fairview, Unit 5 

Normal, IL 61761  

  

or 



Please circle one breakout session from each time slot and return this form with your registration.  
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Session 1    6:50-7:20 Session 2    7:25-7:55 

Getting Guys to Grab Great Books 

Come find out ways to get the "Guys" reading and keep 
them reading. Session will include ideas and strategies 

for attracting the attention of boys and keeping them 
reading, as well as a list of books and other resources. 
Come away with lots of ideas, web resources, and 

potential professional development opportunities. 

Presenters: Michelle Glatt and Kari Hennenfent 

Audience: All 

Getting Guys to Grab Great Books 

Come find out ways to get the "Guys" reading and keep 
them reading. Session will include ideas and strategies for 

attracting the attention of boys and keeping them reading, 
as well as a list of books and other resources. Come away 
with lots of ideas, web resources, and potential professional 

development opportunities. 

Presenters: Michelle Glatt and Kari Hennenfent 

Audience: All 

Phonics in Your Curriculum 

There are many ways to make phonics hands on, multi-
level, interesting to older students and fun.  This session 

will share ways to incorporate phonics into your 
language arts curriculum. Ways to improve fluency using 

phonics will also be demonstrated 

Presenter: Heather Hoffman  Audience: Grades  K-3 

Phonics in Your Curriculum 

There are many ways to make phonics hands on, multi-
level, interesting to older students and fun.  This session will 

share ways to incorporate phonics into your language arts 
curriculum. Ways to improve fluency using phonics will also 

be demonstrated 

Presenter: Heather Hoffman     Audience: Grades  K-3 

Guided Reading 

What Does the Rest of the Class Do? Learn how using 
individual book bags can help your students stay 

focused and excited about books during classroom 

guided reading instruction. 

Presenter: Liz Luering           Audience: Grades1-3 

Guided Reading 

What Does the Rest of the Class Do? Learn how using 
individual book bags can help your students stay focused 

and excited about books during classroom guided reading 

instruction. 

Presenter: Liz Luering               Audience: Grades1-3 

Literature Circles 

Literature circles are popular for getting your students to 
discuss different books. Come and find out how to 

conduct literature circles in your classroom. 

Presenter: Terri West          Audience: Grades 4-9 

Literature Circles 

Literature circles are popular for getting your students to 
discuss different books. Come and find out how to conduct 

literature circles in your classroom. 

Presenter: Terri West             Audience: Grades 4-9 

Sight Words 

Words surround us.  They are everywhere.  Knowledge 
of sight words is essential for fluent reading.  Fun, 

interesting sight word activities will be shared that will 

keep your students interested and engaged in learning. 

Presenter: Bridget Carroll     Audience: Grades K-2 

Sight Words 

Words surround us.  They are everywhere.  Knowledge of 
sight words is essential for fluent reading.  Fun, interesting 

sight word activities will be shared that will keep your 

students interested and engaged in learning. 

Presenter: Bridget Carroll     Audience: Grades K-2 

òSpice Up Literacy Work Stations!ó 

Based on the book òLiteracy Work Stationsó by Debbie 
Diller, you will walk away with easy, new ideas for 

adding extra òBAMó into some of your bland 

Centers/Stations. 

Presenter: Mary Aper           Audience: Grades K-3 

 òSpice Up Literacy Work Stations!ó 

Based on the book òLiteracy Work Stationsó by Debbie 
Diller, you will walk away with easy, new ideas for adding 

extra òBAMó into some of your bland Centers/Stations. 

Presenter: Mary Aper              Audience: Grades K-3 



MID-State Reading Council 
Proudly Presents 

The Carnival of Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring Linda Gorham 
At Bloomington Junior High School ð 901 N. Colton Avenue   

On Friday, November 2 

From 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

6:30 ð 7:10  Storytelling by Linda Gorham   
 

              L inda  is a  dynamic and exciting, national award-winning storyteller. 

 òMy goal is to inspire my audiences by using movement, humor, and sometimes 
zaniness as I tell imaginative, multicultural folktales, updated òwith attitude.ó 

                                                                                                                    -Linda 

7:10 ð 8:00 pm    Carnival!   Face Painting!   Popcorn! 

Balloon Animals!  Library Tables!  Make-a-Bookmark Craft!   Clown!  

 Book Walk! 

Children accompanied by adults will enjoy this FREE family event! 

 

Special thanks to District 87 Schools and McDonalds 
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