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Everybody Reads! 

Upcoming Events: 
 

August 25, 2018:     
**Board of IRC Directors Meeting at 9:00 a.m., Radisson Hotel & Conference 
Center, 8 Traders Circle, Normal, IL 61761 
**Illinois Title I Association (ITA) will hold a Board Meeting at 1:00 pm at 
Radisson Hotel & Conference Center, 8 Traders Circle, Normal, IL 61761 
 
October 5, 2018:  
**Board of IRC Directors Meeting, Annual Membership Meeting, Peoria, IL.  For more 
information, please contact the IRC Office by email or at 1-888-454-1341.   
 
October 4-6 2018  

**IRC 51st Annual Conference “Read The World” in Peoria featuring many authors such 
as Newbery Medal winner Kwame Alexander (The Crossover), former Illinoisan, Jane 
Kurtz (What Do Zoos Do With All That Poo?), Fablehaven series author, Bandon Mull 
and many more! Register online at www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org by September 5th to 
received reduced prices. Also make reservations for downtown hotels for special 
conferenced prices by August 15. 
 

November 10, 2018:     
**Board of IRC Directors Meeting at 9:00 a.m., Radisson Hotel & Conference 
Center, 8 Traders Circle, Normal, IL 61761 
**Illinois Title I Association (ITA) will hold a Board Meeting at 1:00 pm at 
Radisson Hotel & Conference Center, 8 Traders Circle, Normal, IL 61761 

   

        
    

  

mailto:irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
http://www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org/conference/conferenceinformation.html
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  Check this out!!!        

The Great American Read, hosted by Meredith 
Vieira, is an eight -part television and online 
series designed to spark a national 
conversation about reading and the books 
that have inspired, moved, and shaped us . Go 
to website below for list of 100 books.  

www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/books/ 

 

 

 

  

 ITA  

      Meeting             
Highlights  
  

October 4-6 in Peoria 

IRC Conference –                       

    Come attend the sessions 
in the ITA Strand that are 
specially designed for 
teachers of at risk learner 
& readers. 

  

International Projects –            

A new project will be 
identified. A grant is being 
written to help support our 
effort.  Suggestions from 
ITA members are 
welcome.  

  

New Board Members 
Wanted- 

Several positions are 
needed.  Please consider 
joining the board.  
 
 

Next Meeting in 
Normal Radisson Hotel 
on August 25, 2018 at 
1:00 p.m. 

http://www.pbs.org/the-great-american-read/books/
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Dear ITA Members, 
While we hope you are all enjoying your time off with your families this summer, we 
here at ITA have been hard at work putting together our 2018-19 year for you. 
 
We are in the preplanning phase of putting together a back to school meet and 
greet. We are also considering doing an online book study and are seeking 
recommendations for any titles you may want to study with your colleagues.  We 
would love to partner with another organization to provide a professional 
development opportunity with a speaker this year.  Stay tuned for more details on 
all of these exciting opportunity. 
We are getting ready to launch our membership drive for the fall and we have 
come up with some great incentives. Did you know…? 

¶ ITA offers a $500 grant that is only open to members.  Submit your creative 

idea that you would like funded for your school or community.  Details and 

deadlines to come. 

¶ Your membership in ITA qualifies you to be a regular member of IRC.  IRC 

offers the Wired Wednesday Webinars free to members with such well known 

experts as Regie Routman, Gail Boushey and Allison Behne, and Patricia 

Starks Howard.  You will also hear this year from local experts, including 

Sheila Ruh, Sherry Sejnost, Anne Cassidy, Becky Anderson of Anderson 

Books and many others! 

¶ This year’s membership drive includes a discounted membership to all new 

members.  New members receive a $5.00 discount on their ITA membership. 

¶ Any current member that refers a new member will receive a free 

Professional Development Book! 

¶ And…. If you become an officer of ITA, we cover the cost of your 

International Literacy Association membership!!!! 

If you have any great ideas you would like to share with us, or if you would like to 
become an officer, please feel free to reach out to me. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
Nancy Oesterreich, ITA President 
                                                                                                            



 
 

Title I Strand for 2018 IRC Conference – Friday, October 5 

 PCC 209 PCC 210 PCC 211 

8:00 – 9:00  IEP Progress 
Monitoring for 
Elementary Special 
Education – Becky Fritz 
(K-9, Spec) 

  

9:30 – 10:30  Enhancing 
Composition through 
Speaking, Writing and 
Visually Representing 
– Dr. Stephanie 
McAndrews (K-3, ELL, 
Spec, Adults, Univ., 
Admin.) 

What Title I Is and 
Isn’t:  Reflections & 
Recommendations – 
Nancy Oestrerreich (K-
12, Admin.) 

Camp Read-A-Lot 
Family Literacy Event – 
Kimberly Link, Suzi Tiburzi 
(All) 

11:00 – 12:00 Innovative Learning 
with Technology to 
Empower Students – 
Sheila Ruh, Sherry 
Sejnost (All) 

Practical Ways to Build 
Reading Rich and 
Engaging Classrooms 
in Partnership w/ 
Families – Sarah Ogeto, 
Marion Baldwin, Maggie 
Perales (PreK-9, ELL, 
Spec, Adults, Univ, 
Admin.) 

Building Resilience, 
Building Brains: Why 
Being Trauma-Informed 
Matters for Better 
Learning – Erica Smith 
(PreK-12, Spec, Adults, 
Admin.) 

2:30 – 3:30 Assessing in 
Kindergarten… and 
Living to Tell About It! 
– Amy Gerdes, Celia 
Jubelt (PreK-6, Admin.) 

Cultivating Student-to-
Student Conversations 
Through Accountable 
Talk – Elissa Frazier, 
Meredith Lee (K-9, ELL) 

Title I Questions and 
Answer Session – ITA 
Officers/Nancy Oeserreich 
(K-12, Admin.) 

3:45 – 4: 30 Illinois Title I Association Annual Meeting -- All ITA 
members and prospective members are welcome!!  Held 
in PCC Business Center Illinois – (near elevators and 
registration counter on the ground floor of PCC) 
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It is IRC Conference time and your Title I Association is offering a strand 
especially geared to the needs of those who work with at-risk readers.  Make 
plans to be there.  The conference is October 4-6 but if you can only come 
one day, Friday is the day!! Hope to see you there. 
 



 

  
 

 
 
 

2018-2019 GRANT PROGRAM FOR ITA MEMBERS  
  

ITA Board of Directors has approved a Grant Program which will award financial grants to members of ITA for 
innovative programs and projects. Priority in awarding grants will be given to persons who have not received 
grant monies from ITA during the previous year. However, persons who have received grant monies in the past 

may wish to submit new ideas they would like to pursue.  
  

PURPOSE:  
  The ITA will award financial grants for the purpose of promoting literacy development in the school and 
community.   
  
GUIDELINES:  
 Each grant applicant will:  

  
1. Submit an application (Requirements are listed on previous page).  
2. Agree to complete the program or project by June 30 of the fiscal year for which the award was granted.  
3. Within thirty days of the conclusion of the program or project, submit a written evaluation report and include 

an itemized list of income and expenditures.  
4. Present the results of your grant winning program during the 2018-2019 year in any of the following ways: 

(1) at any ITA conference or conference strand; (2) in an article in the IRC Communicator; or (3) in an article in 
the ITA newsletter.  

5. Prior to reimbursement, presentations must be completed; submit all bills to the treasurer for reimbursement 
by June 30, 2019. No Exceptions!  

  
APPLICATION PROCESS:  
  Individuals applying for grants should submit 5 copies of the application with all names and proper 
identification of the applicant(s) to the address on the reverse side by the deadline date.  All identification 
information should appear on the cover sheet. Applications with school & individual names included in the body of 
the grant will be disqualified.  Late applications will not be considered.  
  
TIMELINE:  
  Applications must be postmarked no later than September 28, 2018 and bear the signature of a school 
administrator. Grant recipients will be notified by October 10, 2018.  
  
BUDGET:  
  The maximum amount of each grant is $500. Not all grants are funded for the entire amount requested by 
the applicant.  
  
APPROVAL:  
  
  The ITA Grant Committee shall make the final approval of the grants to be awarded. The Grant Committee 
consists of the ITA President, President-Elect, Vice President, and Treasurer.  
  
revised 3/17 



 
2018-2019 GRANT APPLICATION FOR ITA MEMBERS COVER SHEETñ

FOR IDENTIFICATION  
 I.  Statement of Purpose:  What is the objective of this project? Please list the Common Core  

 Standards or Illinois Learning Standards this project will support.    

 II.        Needs Statement:  How will this grant support your present program?  
III. Description of Population to be served:  Describe the population who will benefit from this grant.  
IV. Description of Program or Project:  List the procedures and timeline for your project.  

V. Itemized budget: Provide an itemized list of prospective suppliers and materials, with      

 approximate costs.  
VI. Plan for Evaluation:  Include the actual assessment you plan to use in your evaluation of the project.  
 
Applicant Data:  

 
Name  ___________________________________________________________________________  

 

Position  __________________   email: ________________________________________________  

 

Program/Project Title  _______________________________________________________________  

 

Date of Program/Project  __________________Place  _____________________________________  

  

School Name  _______________________________________  Work Phone  _______________  

 

School Street Address  ______________________________________________________________  

 

City  _____________________________________________       State  _______  Zip  __________  

  
___________________________________________________  Date  ________________________  
(Applicantõs Signature)  
  
___________________________________________________  Date   _______________________  
(School Administratorõs Signature)  
  
Contact Person  ___________________________________  Home Phone  _________________  
  
Application must be postmarked on or before September 28, 2018.  
   Mail five (5) copies to:        Illinois Title I Association  
               % Melinda Grimm, Treasurer  
               604 North 6th Street Place 
                                               Indianola, Iowa  50125 
IMPORTANT NOTES:  

• All identification should appear on this cover sheet ONLY or grant will be disqualified.  
• Applicants must maintain an ITA membership throughout the entire grant process.  
FOR MORE INFORMATION: grimmgran1967@gmail.com 

 

   

mailto:grimmgran1967@gmail.com


 

ITA  International Project for 2018 
 

Each year the Illinois Title I Association (ITA) supports a literacy project in another 

country. This year the BOD selected the Ethiopia Reads as the recipient of funds for 

books in school libraries.  Ethiopia Reads was founded by author, Jane Kurtz, as she 

lived in Ethiopia as a young girl with her missionary parents. This cause is about ten 

years old and ITA chose this program because Kurtz has organized the process for 

purchasing books and getting them in the Ethiopian schools quickly. This project has 

a website:  www.ethiopiareads.org.  Please check it out and also check your school 

library for Jane’s many books that she has written for all ages.  Then come to the IRC 

Conference in October 2018 and see Jane Kurtz in person and have her sign a book. 

Below is the letter received in recognition of our donation. 

 

                                                        
 
 

Come See Jane Kurtz @ the 

Ilinois Reading Conference 

October 4 ¦ 6, 2018 in Peoria  
 
 
 
 
 

7 

http://www.ethiopiareads.org/


                 

Benefits of Reading – For All Ages 

Reading is a fantastic stimulation for brain cells in people of all ages, and especially for the young learners we 

teach as well as adults.  Reading all types of books – from fiction to non-fiction, from fairy tales to historical 

novels is considered a great workout for the mind.  Here are some great benefits of reading on a regular basis: 

¶ Reduces stress.  Reading is an excellent way to release tension from your mind and body.  Books 

force readers to create an imaginary world, which gives the brain an amazing stimulant. 

¶ Provides the chance to learn something new.  A world of knowledge is stored in books.  Who 

doesn’t want to be smarter? Today we have books on various themes from plants, animals and 

planets/space. There is a wealth of information at our disposal. 

¶ Enhances the memory.  One of the best ways to enhance the memory is by reading.  When you get 

into a book, your bran reacts to the plot line and learns new facts.  Everyday reading strengthens the 

bran’s neural network.  If this activity becomes a daily occurrence, everyone will notice that it sharpens 

their memory, enhances cognitive abilities and boosts retention. 

¶ Expands vocabulary.  Being articulate and well-spoken can be of great benefit at all levels of life. It 

also boosts self-esteem and confidence. 

¶ Provides mental stimulation.  Keeping the brain mentally stimulated has been shown by research 

studies to slow aging. Keeping the brain in a state of action and engagement prevents it from losing its 

capacity.  Brains need exercise, too, just like all the muscles in the body. 

¶ Gives better analytical thinking skills.  This is especially true when one is in the habit of reading 

mysteries that must be carefully thought through in order to solve.  The pieces of the plot are given one 

by one, and the brain must try to piece them together to arrive at the solution. This exercise carries 

over into everyday living to help solve other problems. 

¶ Improves sleeping. Children are often put to sleep by reading and this activity is equally beneficial to 

adults.  People who have issues with falling asleep should read for 30 minutes before going to bed.  The 

brain will react better to these kinds of stimulants rather than to TV or a smartphone or tablet. 

“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.” 

Make sure your students visit the library in your school, in your community or even your classroom.  But just as 

important, teachers and all adults should get into the “library habit” and find the benefits of reading regularly. 

Source:  Iowa Living Magazines, August 1, 2018.  www.iowalivingmaagazines.com 
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        2017-2018 ITA Executive Board and Committee Chairs 

President  Nancy Oesterreich  

President-Elect  Susan Tiburzi 

Vice-President  

 
Kimberly Link  

Secretary  Vacant 

Treasurer  Melinda Grimm  

Membership  Susan Tiburzi  

Newsletter  

Ann Peters, Editor   

Diane Fator, Publisher  

Publicity & Publications  Kimberly Link  

By-Laws/Policies                
& Procedures  Melinda Grimm  

Family Literacy   Vacant 

Legislative Advocacy  Nancy Oesterreich  

Educational Media  Susan Tiburzi  

International Projects   Sue Riddell  

Illinois Reads  Sue Riddell  

Educational Initiatives/ 

Professional Development 
Committee Liason  Ann Peters  
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