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Letter to Editors and Readers

This letter is addressed to the editors and readers of the Illinois Reading Council Journal. I am ashamed to say that I inadvertently sent
a manuscript for consideration that had previously been published by another author. The manuscript was accepted for publication and
appeared in the Winter 2006-2007 issue (Volume 35, No. 1), entitled “Hooking Struggling Readets: Using Baoks They Can and Want
0 Read” (pp, 7-13), This article firsc appeared on the Reading Rockets website (www.readingrockets.otgfarticle/374theme=print),
reprinted with permission from the authors, Lori Rog and Paul Kropp (2001). Al can say in my defense is thac I must have copied
the article a while back to use for class, and I did add the appendix of booles that I had researched, Over time and with continued
revisions of the appendix, I completely forgot that I had copied the article itself and compiled it along with my appendix as an article

I thought was my own, I sincerely apologize for this error and I rescind any and all rights of authorship. I especially apalogize to the
original authors of the article, Lori Rog and Paul Kropp, and only hope they can find ic in their hearts to forgive me.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Schatmeyer, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

Department of Teacher Education
Wright State University

3640 Colonel Glenn Highway
Dayton, OH 45435

Edivos's Note: Please know that we at the #lfnots Reading Council Journal take very seriously our role in reviewing and publishing
high-quality, original manuscripts. Upon acceptance of a manuscripe, the contributor(s) must sign a Consent to Publish form
warranting that the work submitted is original, has not been published elsewhere in whole or in part, and thar should the work
contain any previously copyrighted material, written permission for inclusion of that material has been obrained and submitted
for review by IRCJ with the manuscript. We sincerely regret that this situation has occurred and have raken che necessary steps to
remove this article from the online database.




Editor’s Page

Kathy Barclay, Editor

During the weeks and months since I attended the
annual conferences of the Illinois Reading Council
and the International Reading Association, I have
been reflecting on all of the information gained
from speakers, exhibitors, handouts, and other
conference materials. Like many of you, at the con-
ferences this year | artended a number of sessions
related to Rtl. 1 also co-presented one IRA ses-
sion on engaging parents in the Rl process. From
Barbara Taylor (who you may recall was one of
the lead researchers in the Beating the Odds study)
and also from Michael Ford and Michael Optiz, 1
heard words of caution—we must take care that
we are not "Rtl-ing" kids! The ONLY way to effect
meaningful change, and an increase in learning for
students, is through carefully crafted assessment-
driven instruction delivered by a highly qualified
teacher, This point was further reinforced through
a song written by Michael Ford and performed
{tongue in cheek) by the two Michaels in their
session. This parody, sung to the tune of "O Holy
Night,"” appears on page 58, shared with our read-
ers by permission from Michael Ford.

The articles and columns included in this
issue of TRCJ are sure to provide you with a great
deal of substance for reflective thought. In our first
article, you'll read about a literature pen pal proj-
ect that took place with 3rd-grade students and
teacher education candidates. Rich discussions
ensued as partnets shared not only their thoughts
about the books they were reading but also their
life experiences. In the next article, Southern
Ilinois University-Edwardsville faculty share
their work with teachers enrolled in a new gradu-
ate-level class that had as its objective to research
children’s books ser in the Middle Fast, and then
to use these books as the basis for literacy instruc-
tion. Their story challenges us to examine stereo-
types and prejudices, and to consider the power of

using literature to dispel myths and lessen intol-
erance. Next, classroom teacher Stephany Held,
from Park View Elementary School in Glen Ellyn,
Ilinois, will cause you to think carefully about the
effectiveness of graphic organizers and will suggest
alternatives to their use as tools for prewriting,
Finally, you will learn about the important topic
of cyber bullying from Laurel Borgia, a profes-
sor in Elementary Education, and her colleague,
Jill Myers, a professor in Law Enforcement and
Justice Administration, who discuss how to use
literature to address this concern with students.

In addition to reviews of books for students
of all ages and grades, in our columns you'll find
new books for your professional reading pleasure,
strategies for creating engaged readers, sugges-
tions for helping parents support their children’s
reading comprehension, a synthesis of research
concerning Rtl, and an insightful conversation
with Illinois author Jennifer Ward. And, for those
of you who serve as leaders in reading, in this
month’s Leadership in Reading column, you'll
find a survey to which we hope you will respond.
Pam Godst is asking the question: “What's HOT
and What's NOT?” Your responses will not only
be shared in a future issue but will also serve to
inform us as to what you see as the most impor-
tant professional development topics for the
coming year.

Summer is the time of year when [ most look
forward to receiving new journals from my profes-
sional organizations as they are, to me, like mini-
professional development conferences delivered
right to my door! Whether or not you were able
to attend the TRC or TRA conference this spring,
there’s something for you inside this issue of the
Hllinois Reading Council Journal.

Koty
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