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tiful. 1 hope that many of you will be inspired to want to be just like them. Like Alice,
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you ruminate on that, I’m going to make a suggestion.

Our state conference is but one of the many workshops and conferences that are pre-
sented throughout the state with the goals of supporting teachers, parents, librarians,
and legislators as they strive to strengthen literacy opportunities for all Illinois resi-
dents. There are many opportunities in our local councils to come in contact with
people who are models of well-lived lives. All of us who are involved in the state
council owe a great deal to our local councils. Those were the places where we first
watched literacy professionals’ work. They worked to help us improve practice, mate-
rials, and the environment in the hope that Illinois residents would score well on ex-
aminations and commit to lifelong literacy development.

2008 Conference [ urge you to become involved in those local councils, as well as the state council. Let
Ma}'ch 13-15, %00? the current officers know that you would like to be an officer, a committee chair or
Springfield, Illinois member, and/or a presenter. You will not be alone in that service. You will be making

the world a more beautiful place.
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Leadership Training for local council officers will be
held June 20-June 22 at Grand Bear Lodge near
Starved Rock. The retreat format proved to be ex-
tremely beneficial for many local councils last year,
so we will continue with the same type of training
again this year. Your IRC Executive Board feels that
training local council officers and supporting them
with their endeavors to promote literacy in the state
of Illinois is extremely important. Therefore, with
the help of your Regional Directors, we are working
hard to improve the quality of the training we will be
providing to local council officers.

Councils that had full slates of officers who attended
last years’ training are flourishing. These councils
are reporting that the retreat gave them time to get to
know each other both socially and on a working ba-
sis. They had uninterrupted time to get organized and
plan for some very exciting programs and service ac-
tivities for the year. In addition, many of these coun-
cils received benefits in the form of grants, half-price
conference registrations, prizes, and extra Speakers
Bureau grants. Your IRC Executive Board feels that
the training is so beneficial to councils that we are
once again offering the training at no cost to the local
council.

IRC will pay for your council officers’ accommoda-
tions, most food, and mileage. Because it is so im-
portant for all of your council officers to attend, please
select new officers who will set aside their time to
attend the workshop. Again, councils with five or
more officers in attendance will receive a villa for just
your council. Each council may actually bring six
officers at the expense of IRC. These six would be
staying in one villa. However, if your council would
like to bring more officers or committee chairs, your
council may pay for the extra persons — up to a total

of ten. There are five beds per villa; so with two to a
bed, your council would only need to pay for the ex-
tra meals for the additional attendees as long as you
all stay in the one villa. The cost for the extra council
members will be determined after I meet with the co-
ordinator at Grand Bear Lodge to select the meals.

Our programs will be developed to provide councils
with everything they need to have a successful, pro-
ductive year. There will be breakout sessions for each
office; training on developing programs, membership
drives, available grants, council awards, Council of
Excellence, and much, much more. Council plan-
ning time will also be built into the program this year,
both for individual councils and for work with neigh-
boring councils. In addition, our keynote speaker this
year will be Denise Brennan-Nelson. Denise is the
author of Buzzy the Bumble Bee, My Teacher Likes to
Say, Grady the Goose, Penny, and the wonderful book
Someday. In addition to being a terrific author of
children’s books, Denise is an exceptional motiva-
tional speaker.

Plans are in the works, and all you need to do is “Un-
leash the Power” of your council and offer your time
and expertise to your local council to join in the fun.

Mission
The mission of the lllinois
Reading Council is to

IRC

provide support and ILLINOIS
leadership to educators as READING
they promote and teach COUNCIL

lifelong literacy.

Illinois Reading Council
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2
Normal, IL 61761-1836
Phone: 888-454-1341
Fax Number: 309-454-3512
E-Mail: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Website: wwwiillinoisreadingcouncil.org
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Phone Conferencing — A Great Way for Committees to Meet
By Elizabeth Goldsmith-Conley

The Studies and Research Committee has discovered
phone conferencing. Since August of 2006, we have
had seven very convenient and highly productive hour-
and-a-half meetings by phone. Consequently, we are
eager to recommend phone conferencing to other state-
wide committees and share our current very convenient
conferencing procedures.

Our present committee consists of six, very busy, mem-
bers: Boomer Crotty (Joliet), Pam Godt (Macomb),
Donna McCaw (Macomb), Francine Falk-Ross (Oak
Brook), Judy Barbour (Champaign), and myself
(Champaign). Although everyone is eager to work to-
gether, we are simply unable to find a time when all of
us can make a trip to a central location, such as the IRC
office in Normal. We are, however, able to find an hour-
and-a-half slot when we are able to talk on the phone
from our homes.

After investigating a variety of conference call arrange-
ments, we have settled on one service that is inexpen-
sive and easy to use, Star Conferencing
(www.starconferencing.com). Each of us gets the same
toll free number to call and the same password to enter.
The moderator has a slightly different password which
enables him or her to exert various controls that we have
not needed to use. We arrange a time at which we are
going to call in. Each one of us calls the toll free num-
ber, enters the password, and we are instantly connected!

Not only is getting together by phone really more con-
venient for us but the cost of these meetings is much
cheaper than physically meeting together would be. The
charge for this service is $19.99/month for up to 500
minutes and only 3.9 cents/minute for additional min-
utes beyond the 500. The minutes are calculated for
each person included in that conference call. For ex-
ample, a conference call with 5 people that lasts for 90
minutes uses 450 minutes of calling time. The service
sends out invoices by email that clearly list the callers
and number of minutes. These invoices can easily be
forwarded to the Illinois Reading Council office for re-
imbursement.

One reason that these conference calls have been so
successful is that we are able to run efficient meetings
that include both the personal and the professional. The
agenda for each meeting is emailed to everyone ahead
oftime. In addition to the business that we plan to cover,
we always set aside time in the agenda to begin with a
personal update from each participant. After everyone
has shared personal accomplishments since we last met,
we go on to our business, and end by reviewing the
tasks we have agreed to and by setting a date for our
next call. Within the next day or so, everyone gets min-
utes of our meeting with reminders about what they have
agreed to do.

I have been committee chair for three years and this is
the first year that we have used conference calls as a
way to meet together. We have all been very pleased
with the procedure and highly recommend it to other
committees whose members are scattered throughout
the state.

www.ThreeSillyChicks.com

Carolyn Crimi - Julia Durango + Andrea Beaty

Readers, Writers & Reviewers of Funny Books
for Kids (home-grown in illinois!)

Watch for children’s author and featured speaker
Julia Durango (www.juliadurango.com) at the
2008 IRC Conference, Literacy: Unleash the Power,
March 13-15, 2008 in Springfield, lllinois
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PROGRAM FORMAT

Proposals may be submitted for small group sessions.

SMALL GROUP SESSIONS will be scheduled for 60 minutes.

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION

Proposals that emphasize interaction across disciplines, interaction across roles, new issues or topics,
innovative or novel ways of viewing traditional issues, topics, materials or methods and evidence of
familiarity with current practice and/or research will be given priority.

Proposals that promote commercial materials or programs will not be accepted.

Proposals that contribute to the achievement of an overall program balance in the range of topics, the grade
levels covered, and the professional and geographic distribution of the participants will be given priority.
Proposals must be typed, legible, and complete. The Program Committee reserves the right to disqualify
incomplete or late proposals.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Teachers, researchers, student teachers, librarians, administrators, and others interested in promoting reading
and related literacy areas are encouraged to submit program proposals.

As a professional, nonprofit organization, the Illinois Reading Council is unable to provide honoraria to
program participants nor to reimburse for materials, travel, meals or hotel expenses.

All presenters whose program proposals have been approved must pre-register and pay conference fees no
later than the last day designated for pre-registration (February 1, 2008). If not, name and presentation
may be removed from the final 2008 Conference program due to printing deadlines.

The person submitting the proposal must receive advance consent from each listed presentation associate.
Only an overhead projector and screen will be provided. All other audio-visual equipment is the
responsibility of the presenter(s).

Proposals must be postmarked no later than September 1, 2007. Each person submitting a proposal will
be sent an acknowledgment when the proposal is received.

All applicants will be notified of the Program Committee’s decisions by December 1, 2007. It is the
responsibility of the person submitting the proposal to relay the committee’s decision to each presentation
associate listed on the program.

Individuals seeking conference information should contact:

Illinois Reading Council
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2
Normal, IL 61761

Phone: 888-454-1341 (toll-free) Email: irc@illinoisreadingcouncil.org
Fax: 309-454-3512 Web: www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org




2008 PROGRAM PROPOSAL

Illinois Reading Council Conference
March 13-15, 2008

Please type or print all information.

L PERSON SUBMITTING PROPOSAL

Name(Last) (First)

w Address

; City State Zip
Telephone: Work Home

Position and/or Title

School/District/Professional Affiliation

i e v

Work Address

City State

Email Address

II. PRESENTATION ASSOCIATES

N ame(Last)

Please list the names, complete addresses (including zip code), telephone numbers, and institutional
affiliations and addresses of the program associates. Please secure advance permission from each
individual. A separate sheet with this information may be attached.

gender issues, ESL, gifted, at-risk) 15.

(First)
School/District/Institutional Affiliation
City State Zip Phone
Name(Last) (First)
School/District/Institutional Affiliation
City State Zip Phone
III. STRAND NUMBER
All proposals should relate to one of the strands below: 7. Coordinating/Administering a Reading
1. Literacy Skills (fluency, word identification, Program
comprehension, vocabulary) - ISBE Standard I 8. Adult Education
2. Literature Studies - ISBE Standard 2 9. Collaborations (inclusion, teaming,
3. Extending Literacy through Speaking and Listening - working with other staff)
ISBE Standard 4 10. Research-Based Practice
4. Extending Literacy through Writing - 11. Standards, Assessment, and Evaluation
ISBE Standards 3 and 5 12.  Early Childhood and Emergent Literacy
5. Technology in the Classroom 13. Reading Across the Curriculum
6. Diversity (multicultural, multiple intelligences, 14. Administration

Title I




IV.  SESSION LENGTH: Sessions will be 60 minutes in length.
Presenters desiring more time may request a double session.

V. INTENDED AUDIENCE (Check each category that applies.)

Educators of Pre-Schoolers (PreK-K) Educators of High School Students (9-12)
Educators of Primary Students (K-3) Educators of Adults

Educators of Intermediate Students (4-6) Administrators

Educators of Middle/Junior High Students (6-9) All

VL. AUDIO VISUAL EQUIPMENT: Overhead projectors and screens are the only audio visual equipment
available to presenters. Other equipment must be supplied by the presenter.

VII. TITLE OF PRESENTATION (as you wish it to appear in the program book)

VIII. ABSTRACT

Describe the content of the program in 20-35 words.
The abstract must be clearly stated and reflect the actual presentation.

In accordance with IRA and IRC policy, program participants will not be reimbursed for any expenses by the Illinois
Reading Council. I understand that presenters must pre-register for the conference by February 1, 2007. If not, names and
presentation may be removed from the final IRC conference program due to printing deadlines. I also understand that only
an overhead projector and screen will be provided and that the printing of handouts is the responsibility of the presenters.

Signature of Person Submitting Proposal Date

Mail one copy of completed proposal postmarked no later than September 1, 2007 to:
Illinois Reading Council
1210 Fort Jesse Road, Suite B2
Normal, IL 61761

To help prevent scheduling conflicts, please identify all presenters listed in this proposal who are also included
in other proposals.

Name Person Submitting Other Proposal
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Legislative Committee News
By Mike Ellerman, Helen Bryant, Kathy Merz

The Illinois Legislative Committee attended the “Govern-
mental Workshop” in Washington, D.C. Chris Swanson from
Education Week Magazine reported in the article Quality
Counts 2007. This is the 11th year for this survey. He re-
ported there are ten key state issues. The top ten key state
issues are:

10. There needs to be sufficient funding for current books
and other materials.

9. There needs to be an availability of reading instruc-
tional materials.

8. There needs to be more initial preparation such as
college training in reading because current training
is usually inadequate for new teachers.

7. There needs to be reading certification and licenses
to maintain high quality.

6. State reading issues include funding, closing the
achievement gap for struggling readers, NCLB, and
professional development.

5. State Governmental Affairs issues include that coun-
cils should be actively involved with legislatures and
state departments of education.

4. There needs to be support for students reading well
below their grade level.

3. There arc reading needs for specialized populations,
which need to be addressed.

2. There are not enough funds to support the federal
initiatives.
1. State reading standards are excellent, but there needs

to be less testing and more teaching. Tests should
provide meaningful results that can impact reading
instruction and the process needs to be done in a
timely manner.

Alan Farstrup, Executive Director of IRA, said our job is to
make sure that the voice of the classroom teacher, the pro-
fessional, is heard. This is a continuous process.

The International Reading Association and the Illinois Read-
ing Council want to eliminate the achievement gap and make
sure that every child can achieve. Free lunch is on the rise;
poverty is on the increase. One out of every five students is

on free lunch. Individual Education Programs are still high;
we need to know how to integrate these students into our
school communities.

The legislative team from the Illinois Reading Council went
to Capital Hill to meet with representatives and senators. It
was quite an honor to be involved in this process. We pre-
sented general issues which educators were concerned with.
Some of these issues are NCLB Reauthorization, Adoles-
cent Literacy, Teacher Preparation and English Language
Learners. The leaders from IRA, Richard Long and Donna
Ewigleben, both stressed that it is not the quantity of mail
that Representatives and Senators receive, but the quality of
the mail that they get. Every voice is important. There cur-
rently needs to be communication on Adolescent Readers
and a Struggling Readers Bill, which will be introduced and
needs our support. For a sample letter and to find more
information, please visit the IRC Website at
www.illinoisreadingcouncil.org. Updates on these key is-
sues can be found at the IRC Resource page under Legisla-
tive Issues.

Northern Illinois University College of Education
and Northern Illinois Reading Council announce

the 27" Annual
Summer Reading Conference

Motivating Every Student to Read

June 15, 18 - 21, 2007
Waubonsee Community College
Sugar Grove, Illinois

Speakers include:
Dr. Mary Bigler, Author Candace Fleming,
Dr. Cyndi Giorgis, Dr. Maria Walther, Ronda Mitchell,

and more speakers will be added.

Discounts for NIRC and IRC members!
For further information, call 815-753-3005 or
email ceduexternal@niu.edu. Online Conference

Registration: www.cedu.niu.edu/oep. CPDUs & Graduate
Credit Available with Instructor: Dr. Pamela Farris.
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Welcome to the “Illinois Authors’ Corner,” showcasing new releases from our fabulous Illinois Authors and IRC members. If you’d
like to include your new release, please visit the IRC website to find out how to submit information.

Barack Obama: Working to Make a Difference
Written by Marlene Targ Brill ~ www.marlenetargbrill.com
Lerner 2006
Category: Biography Grades: 5th and up

This first and only middle-grade biogra-
phy (so far) of the Illinois Senator and
presidential candidate “offers a warm,
personal portrait of the politician, begin-
ning with his parents’ disparate back-
grounds and his multinational upbringing
and moving through his political awak-
enings, higher education, and public life.”
The biography is “an intimate portrait”
supported by interviews with Obama’s
schoolteachers, schoolmates, and friends and work colleagues and

bolstered by a timeline, glossary, and further readings.

Paige & Petalootha The Magic Butterfly

Written by Bertha Broustis

Tllustrated by Margaret Ringia Hart

Published by Bertha Broustis ~ September 2006

Category: Picture Book Ages: 4-8
“Paige & Petalootha The Magic Butter-
Jly” is about a little girl wishing to be a
butterfly. She meets Petalootha, a beau-
tiful butterfly flying around her in the gar-
den, who would like to exchange places
for 24 hours. They encounter an adven-
ture that almost messes up their lives.
There is a beautiful moral to the story
written in a manner that any age will en-
joy along with sparkling illustrations.

PEST FEST

Written by Julia Durango www.juliadurango.com

Illustrated by Kurt Cyrus

Simon & Schuster June 2007

Category: Picture Book Ages: 3-7
“Pest Fest! Pest Fest!” the Carpet Bectle  gaper
barked. “The talent show is setto go. The §
bets are placed, come on make haste!
Let’s start the annual Pest Fest!” Which
bug will win? The beautiful butterfly?
The stunning bee? The luminous firefly?
Be our guest at the fest where the test is
to find which pest is the best — or at least
a better pest than all the rest!

Children’s Stories For Almost Everyone
Written by Robert L. Crowe www.creativeideas.com
Consortium Publishing Co. Fall 2006
Category: Collection Stories ~ Ages: 9 and up

Children’s Stories For Almost Everyone
is a compilation of 22 stories that have
themes directed to older children and
adults. The book is sub-titled “a reader”
and the author suggests that children read
the stories to adults. The stories are di-
rected to ages 9 and up but young chil-
dren will also enjoy hearing the stories.
The stories revolve around common prob- T Comat bty oy 5
lems, including thoughts of running away
from home, fear of the dark, wanting a unicorn for a pet, dreams
of monsters, and much more. If you have some of these concerns
about stuff, you are the target of this book.

Children’s Stories
for Almost Everyone
Sdewter

by Rusbest L. Covome

The Web at Dragonfly Pond

Written by Brian “Fox” Ellis ~ www.foxtalesint.com

Tliustrated by Michael S. Maydak

DAWN Publications Spring 2006

Category: Picture Book Ages: 6-12
Imagine a glorious sunset on the water
when the sky is orange and red, maroon
and magenta, one black crow sails across
the flaming sky and you watch the sunset
twice, reflected in the flaming waters! Fox
draws from his memories of fishing with
his father to tell this true tale of a fish, a
frog, a dragonfly, a mosquito, and him-
self. The experience helped mold Fox’s
life-long connection with nature, and is a
wonderful example of entertainment that educates. Larger-than-
life, dramatic and realistic illustrations move the fish dinner to its
thought-provoking conclusion. Along the way, scientific concepts
of interdependency, links of the food chain, and life cycles are
interwoven with the good catch story. A great read-aloud and
quiet moment book. '

Summer of Discovery
Written by Melody Herr
University of Nebraska Press
Category: Historical Fiction

Fall 2006
Ages 8-12

8
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Lady Ilena: Way of the Warrior

Written by Patricia Malone www.patriciamalone.com

Cover Illustration by Tristan Elwell

Laurel Leaf/Random House August 2007

Category: Historical Fiction Ages: 10-15
The hardback of Lady Ilena: Way of the
Warrior is on CCBC’s list for 2006 and
on school and library lists throughout the
country. Now the paperback can be pre-
ordered for delivery in time for classes in
the fall. In this fast-paced companion
book to The Legend of Lady Ilena, llena
is sent on a dangerous journey to aid
Arthur and finds herself imprisoned with
him on the most secure fortress in Brit-
ain.

A Father’s Day Thank You
Written by Janet Nolan www.janetnolan.com

Illustrated by Kathi Ember

Albert Whitman & Company  March 2007

Category: Picture Book Ages: 4-8
Harvey the bear searches for the perfect Father’s Day present and
decides that thanking his dad is the best gift of all.

The Storytelling Classroom Applications

Across the Curriculum

Edited by Sherry Norfolk, Jane Stenson, and Diane Williams

Libraries Unlimited Fall 2006

Category: Storytelling Grades: PreK-8
The Storytelling Classroom is an inspiring, practical and imme-
diately applicable collection of PreK through eighth grade lesson
plans by and for teachers and media specialists who use storytelling
in the classroom and storytellers who work in the classroom. Each
lesson plan is linked to National Standards in Language Arts, So-
cial Studies, Math or Science and accompanied by an essay which
provides a glimpse of the alchemy that occurs when students,
teachers and story are brought together: stadent engagement, class-
rooms that are alive with thinking students, LEARNING! IRC
member Brian “Fox” Ellis is one of several Illinois Storytellers
who contributed lesson plans; Fox’s lesson plan, Historical Arti-
facts as a Window on the Stories of the Past, was originally writ-
ten for The Field Museum and Abraham Lincoln Presidential Li-
brary and Museum.

August 2007 IRC Communicator
and Illinois Authors’ Corner

deadline for submissions is
June 1, 2007!

SECONDARY
CONFERENCE

CONTENT AREA GRADES 6-12
November 3, 2007

An exclusively secondary literacy conference in IL

Axﬂzl[éx Flinn

YA Author of Nothing to Lose, DIVA
Luncheon address: The Safe World of a Book: Why
Teens Need Realistic/Dark Fiction
Workshop 1: Reaching Reluctant Readers
Workshop 2: Adapting the Young Adult Fairy Tale

Jim Burke

Author: The English Teacher’s Companion

Keynote: Struggling to Learn: What My Struggling
Students Have Taught Me

Workshop 1: Teaching Reading as a Process

Workshop 2: Teaching English LA: Essential Lessons

All teachers of grades 6-12 should be here

Interdisciplinary, Instructional, LiteracyTeams
Content, ELL, Sp Ed, Title I Teachers / Media Specialists

Librarians / Reading Teachers & Specialists
School & District Administrators

— e s 2

the Secom[ary Reacﬁng League’s

31st Day of Reading
/\

No purchase orders

Cash & checks only

No registrations by phone
Call Terry for team discount
by 10-1-07

For information:
Barb Chrz-White 847-699-0797 bchrzwhite@comcast.net
Terry McHugh 708-220-4544 tmchugh@dayofreading.org
www.dayvofreading.or
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Adolescent Literacy: The Need to Reach Out for Legislative Support

By Chyrese S. Wolf

A survey sent to state council leaders by the Government
Relations Committee of the International Reading Associa-
tion indicates key legislative reading issues include state
reading standards and assessment, federal legislation, the
reading needs of specialized populations, support for stu-
dents reading below grade placement and state governmen-
tal affairs. These topics were addressed at the IRA’s Gov-
ernment Relations Workshop held in Washington, DC in
February.

A focus on the reauthorization of the No Child Left Behind
Act, adolescent literacy, teacher preparation, and English
Language Learners spoke to the key issues. The Illinois
Reading Council was represented by four of its legislative
committee members. Together, they lobbied within the
House of Representatives and Senate. The most time sensi-
tive topic was adolescent literacy because draft legislation
of the Striving Readers Act of 2007 was introduced to the
Senate within two weeks of the workshop and lobbying ef-
forts. In fact, as the meetings commenced, much activity
was swelling around the Act. Workshop participants wit-
nessed first-hand the flurry of telephone conversations and
personal meetings between staff within IRA’s government
relations office and legislative officials.

Adolescent literacy proficiency statistics at the national and
state levels are bleak. NAEP results state that between 30
and 50 percent of entering ninth-graders are reading at be-
low basic levels and 70 percent of middle and secondary
students cannot read proficiently. Even high achieving dis-
tricts must be mindful that they too have students who may
be classified as struggling readers. Although eighth grade
literacy rates are a key predictor to high school success, ac-
cording to NAEP data, scores at the eighth grade level re-
mained flat and 12" grade scores have not made any signifi-
cant gains over the past 30 years.

In 2005, the Alliance for Excellent Education reported that
23 percent of Illinois’ eighth grade students were at risk of
not graduating from high school. The National Governor’s
Association in its Reading to Achieve: A Governor’s Guide
to Adolescent Literacy reported five practices that may lead
to enhanced adolescent literacy achievement. The IRA and
other professional education organizations are working to-
gether to build capacity for the recommended changes, in-
cluding a state level focus on adolescent literacy, height-
ened expectations that address the developmental continuum
of literacy in both narrative and expository textual domains,

support for local autonomy to address literacy needs that
are distinctive of unique contextual factors, provide highly
qualified reading teachers and literacy coaches at the middle
and secondary levels, and last, employ measures to gauge
the academic progress of adolescent learners as a result of
school, district, and state initiatives.

The IRA joined forces with the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals and the Alliance for Excellent
Education to draft the Striving Readers Act of 2007 which
would increase the prevalence of high quality literacy pro-
grams in middle and secondary schools. The Striving Read-
ers Act was introduced in early March by Sen. Jeff Sessions
(R-AL) and Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA). If the Act is autho-
rized and appropriated, grant funding for adolescent literacy
programs will be more accessible. Previously eight states
were awarded Striving Readers funding, a portion of which
was allocated to the Chicago Public Schools.

Under the reauthorized Act, states that demonstrate high lev-
els of need based upon poverty indices and low reading per-
formance scores on the 8" grade NAEP will receive first
opportunity to secure funding on a formulaic basis. States
would then allocate a portion of the award to local districts
for the purposes of developing school-wide adolescent lit-
eracy programs and to provide professional development to
teachers of core academic subjects. There are direct corre-
lations between the Striving Readers initiative and other is-
sues for which lobbying was done. In reference to the reau-
thorization of the NCLB Act, IRA sought to ensure that its
standards for reading professionals (2003) were consulted
by legislators when defining criteria for high quality read-
ing instruction and then integrating this revised language
into the reauthorized Act.

Standard Five of the Standards for Reading Professionals
(2003) clearly and consistently articulates at the paraprofes-
sional, classroom teacher, reading specialist/ literacy coach,
teacher educator, and the administrative levels the signifi-
cance of high quality professional development. The Striv-
ing Readers Act reinforces the need for literacy instruction
by highly qualified reading teachers across the developmental
continuum of grades kindergarten through twelfth.

The four IRC representatives joined other reading profes-
sionals from throughout the nation to ask their representa-
tives to support the reauthorization of the Higher Education

Continued on page 11
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