
2008-2009  
CIRC 

Events Schedule  
                                                                                         
 

 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholastic ½ Price Book 
Sale 

Capital Area Career Center 
2201 Toronto Road 

Springfield, IL 62712 

January 29 4- 7 p.m. 
Purchase Orders Only 
January 30 4- 7 p.m. 

January 31 9a.m.- 1p.m. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to 
work at the book sale.  You will 
be paid $10 an hour in books.  If 

you are interested, please 
contact us by  January 8 at 

circ@illinoisreadingcouncil.org  

Read, Reflect, & 

Relax  

   November 13,2008 

 6 – 8p.m. 

Prairie Hill Winery 

23753 Lounsberry Rd 

Oakford, IL 62673 

For more information please 

see registration included in 

this newsletter. 

 

March 19­21, 2009 

IRC Conference, 

Reading! Engage! 

Excite! Ignite!  

Springfield, IL 

         Featured 
Speaker: 

Boomer Crotty 
 

April 2, 2009 
 

At a location decided by 
 CIRC members.  To find out 
how to vote, read the article 
in this newsletter. 



 Read, Reflect, & Relax 
 

Join us November 13, 2008 6-8p.m. at Hill 
Prairie Winery in Oakford, IL for a night of 
wine tasting and engaging book 
conversation. 
 To participate please read the book A Walk in 
the Woods: Rediscovering America on the 
Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson.  This book is 
a laugh­ out­ loud account of an outrageously 
rugged hiking trip by a comic author. 

 Registration fee to be paid upon entry: CIRC 
members $5, nonmembers $10 

 Register by email or snail mail by November 5, 
2008 

 
   
 
Email to circ@illinoisreadingcouncil.org with ‘Winery’ 
in the subject line or mail to Lindsey Rhodes 2632 Yale 
Blvd. Springfield, IL 62703 
Name _________________________ 
Address or Email __________________ 
Phone # ________________________ 
CIRC member? _________ 

Directions from Springfield: Take 
I97 North to Oakford, IL 
Turn right onto Lounsberry Rd. 
 



You Decide! 
In April we have the pleasure of hosting a fantastic 
speaker Boomer Crotty.  As a CIRC member we need 
your help to decide where he will speak.  You can 
vote for one of three cities.  The city with the most 

votes will get to host Boomer’s visit.  When you vote, 
if you have a location idea please include it with an 
address and contact information.  The three cities 
are:  Jacksonville, Taylorville, or Lincoln.  Send your 

vote with the word city in the subject line to 
circ@illinoisreadingcouncil.org by February 28, 2009. 

   
Steven Layne at IRC Leadership 

How was your summer? This past July, several CIRC board members had the privilege 
of attending the annual Illinois Reading Council's Leadership Retreat. What a great 
experience! One of the highlights of the retreat was Steven Layne's inspirational 
presentation where he read from some of his books and encouraged us to uphold four 
leadership tenets as we plan and implement literacy activities: Serve Others, Tell the 
Truth, Give Thanks, and Hold on to Hope. He referenced a song that was so 
motivational: "When you put your heart into it, it can take you anywhere. So many things 
are possible as long as you don't know that they're impossible."  What a beautiful 
sentiment to share with each other and with our students! 
 
Steven shared some of his books with us. They would make great additions to 
classroom and home libraries!  Love the Baby explores the feelings of siblings when a 
new baby joins the family. Verses for Dad's Heart and Verses for Mom's Heart are both 
filled with tender, touching, and humorous celebrations of the wonder and joys of being 
a parent. Life's Literacy Lessons: Poems for Teachers is a sweet collection of poetry 
that reminds us why we do what we do for our students. It's filled with poems to inspire 
and encourage us as we work tirelessly to bring literacy to our students. As you read 
Steven's books and poems about teaching and literacy, you will laugh, cry, and be 
revitalized! 
--  
Deborah Ratz, MS 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Please share with: 
____ Literature Team & Leaders 
____ Reading Teachers & Instructional Specialists 
____ Language Arts and English Teachers 
____ Library Media Specialists & Librarians 
____ Title I & Special Education Teachers 
____ Principal/Superintendent 
 




