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Focus on Illinois Authors!

Welcome to the 2007-08 school year. | hope that you will
consider Blackhawk Reading Council's events as you begin to fill
in your calendars, plan books, PDA's, Blackberries, and
whatever else you use to keep track of the busy days ahead. |
think we have an exciting selection of meetings that will focus on
lllinois authors. To further interest you, Blackhawk Reading

2007-2008 Council will have a drawing for a digital camera to be given away

BRC OFFICERS at the November, January, and March meetings. All you have to

_ do to enter the drawing is be a paid member for the 2007-08

President membership year and attend the meeting. You might be the
Vicki Peterson lucky member to win a digital camera.

309/762-9215 - As teachers, we ask students to focus their attention and

vicki.peterson@risd41.org energy in the classroom during lessons every day. It takes

il concentration and the ability to see a distinct vision or clear

President Elect image. It takes students who are ready to listen and follow

Laura Erikson perceptions to converge at the same point their teacher’s

309/269-1545 lessons are directed. We all know that this doesn’t always

. . happen in our classrooms. Students aren’t always able to focus

laura.erikson@risd41.org and arrive at the point where our lessons are directed.

Distractibility, language barriers, lack of understanding, hunger,

Treasurer might all be contributing factors. It makes our job even more
Deb Feddersen challenging to determine how we might redesign our lessons in
563/359-1189 order to have more students focus on the activities. With this in
deb.feddersen@risd41.org mind, | invite you to join us for our “Focus on lllinois Authors” at
' the following meetings: Butterflies in the Garden, Best Practices
Secretary in Reading Based on Recent Research, Let's Get Excited About
Carolyn Hensley Writing, and Phonemic Awareness.
309/788-3315 The focus for September will be on lllinois author, Carol
carolyn.hensley@risd41.org Lerner, who will be presenting Butterflies in the Garden in the
event tent at Quad City Botanical Center, closest to the center’s
Past President butterfly garden on Sunday afternoon, September 23™ at 1:00
Wilma Deal p.m. Ms. Lerner will be speaking about life histories of butterflies,
300/796-1797 including a discussion of what is known about migratory species

(it is not only the monarch that migrates!), food plants for both
larva and adults, and plants that can be cultivated in backyard
gardens to attract butterflies. Books will be available for

deallinzer33@aol.com

?_/I;rr‘?‘b&res:'i(p/Newsletter purchase, signing, and personalization.
563/332-0538 Vicki Peterson, President

lynn.keck@risd41.org
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i Blackhawk Reading Council is proud to have new members join our

i council and our efforts to improve literacy. Renewing members are also
. applauded for their continuing effort to connect and communicate with

i others interested in improving literacy. Unfortunately, at the time of

i publication, the list of new and renewing members usually in this space

' was notavailable to use. The next BRC newsletter will include these names.

News from a Great Website- www.readingrockets.org
“Reading Rockets: Launching Young Readers" This series is WETA's award-winning series
of innovative half-hour programs about how children learn to read, why so many struggle,
and what we can do to help. The newest episode explores new strategies that give more
students "A Chance to Read". At the site you can find out the broadcast schedule, what
will be aired, links to other sites, and articles, some of which are:

e How Parents Can Be Advocates for Their Children

e Who Are the Children Who Have Reading Difficulties?

o Gifted but Learning Disabled: A Puzzling Paradox

e  What Is Differentiated Instruction?

With no child, including special needs learners, left behind, this could be a valuable resource.
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Those wishing to place an article or information in the newsletter about upcoming events,
successes 1n your classroom or SCl’lOOL Or your experiences as an educator, please contact

Lynn Keck lynnkeck@risd4l.org. We a]ways welcome ideas and suggestions.
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